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PREFACIL

Taese Lasays wall be found to cortain so
unusually large a share of citations, that the
writer may be regurded by somae mather us
a compiler of materiald, than as peesenting
thoughts of his own,

It will be found, however, that—excepting
a very few pezsares intemluecd e slighily
ilingtrative, or oroamental—the gitations con-
gsist of factz and authorities. JTad these
been omitted, any opinions advanced could
have had but zmall welght or wortlh. Nar-
ratives of factz demand zpace: inferences
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from them may be nought the less conclusive
ar probable for being expressed with brevity,

The writey has scarcely anything to offer
from Lis own érperionce 45 to dreams ; and
thiz maey appear, at first view, a great dis-
nualification for treating of them ; yet perhaps,
on =ecot] thomebts, it will be decmed in one
respect mivantageous 3 as proni=ing, i some
degree, pore nubinssed thoughts, than g
thongly he had him=ell’ received extraordinary
tnpireasions theongh this medinom, which mizht
biave too wuch nflueneed bis podgment on the
wlhole sulject,

These Essays are the sabatanee of lectures
siven at oa literary institution ; sinee en-
largel, and consideralily  modificd in for.
The regqoest  of vespected Learvers  oneon-
viged thenr being prepared  fur the  press

not withont g sense ol their imperfeetions,

wlhich in the revision and remodelling was
muehodeepenel, Hesitstion bas been at length

overrilal Dy considering,  that even if the




FREFACE. vii

inforences should appear wenk or inconclusive,
at least the facts collected are worthy to be
thus placed in a eombined view and arrange-
ment, and to be examined by thoze who may
argue from them more forcibly and justly,
The utility of =tmiying these phenomens,—
for whicly, at the beginning of the following
Eanve, the judgment of Dugald Stowart is
adduced,—mizht be further advocated from
the opmion of Lord Dacon, who, in several
Lints, recommends =uel an inquiry.!  To the
instances which fullow, very many mizht of
course have been added, aml some of them
moie curivas than any which are hove offered ;
Lut part of those are anonvmous, or of doubt-
ful authority ; and others too marvellons, to
geemingly artificial, to hllr entively eredible,
There iz none which I=hould be more inclined
g0 insert than the dreeam of the Elector Froderic
of Saxony, which *in subatance (writes Dr.

1 In his werk, * D Angisentis Scieotmrum,” (referred ta

in Stewart’s Llewouts, el i pp. 11, E2) Sce Baeon's
Woarks, vol. 1. pp, G, 130 355 ; De, Show's transbuion,
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Merle I Aubiznd) is unguestionabily authentie,
though eircum=tances may have been added.™
It is, indlesd, =0 far attested, that one cannot
wholly dizeredit it 3 but yet so expertly and
consistently conplote in ats allegorical adapt-
edness, that one cannot but suspect it to be
taz IDVAubignd himsell intimates) a sort of
enlareed or embelhizhed version, IRlomanists,
no donbt, would represent it as an “invention
of the euemy ;* that ds, either of the party
ealled by them heretical, or more probobly
of the groat “encmy ™ by whom {hey nssert
Luther and thiat party to have been themselves
impedled,

A intelligent writer ® has thoughe fit to
=tate, i regard to dicoms which have been
vipwed s © y.|1|n|:]"||ut11rn1="—“ of course, we
can only eonclude that wo nre ignorant of the

natural principle eoncerned : ™ Le then relates

b See is History of the Teformation, (Beveridge's teamsl}
vl 3y ppe HMLT0d,
ol Uliminibers's 1alinle, Journnl, LSEE,




