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INTRODUCTION.

Taeg Auntobingraphy of Benjamin Pranklin is sn American
classle, nnd it is the sarlivst prodoct of our national genins entiiled
to that distinction. Its auther was not & man of letters, yet he
wrote axtenaively ; and a few of hiz essays, the sayings of Poor
Ltichard, and the Antobingraphy will always give him a promi-
nent place in the hiztory of American Iteratore. He enltivated
latiers and the art of expression becense he saw their practical
walue in the stroggls for hosiness snecceas, and his writings are an
oxeellent lustration of the wtility of the highest literary qualities
in the comigon employments of every-day life. The oase with
which he welded the pen, added f¢ the habii of observing care-
fully and thinking clearly, made him & leader and teacher of men.

The personial charm of his Autobiegraphy is like that of
Robinson Crusoe,” eays George William Chartis ; and this charm
iz doe largely to a style that in ila eryetal eclearnesa und foreeful
aimplicity is the equsl of that of e Woe. Plain, idiomatio, direct,
witih no omameant or grece except such &e is oetive to the thought,
the langaage formz & perfect transeript of the writer's mind, Ogpe
iz never in deubt ahont Franklin’s meaning. Hut this charm is due
gtill mora to the picturesgoe and noble personality porirayedin the
Autobiogmphy. It reconds the carcer of one whe from poverty
arose to be revered by the greatest and wlsest of two continents,
Few men have influenced the world so widely and permanentiy as
Franklin.

' Clear rether than subtle,” says Prof. Beers, ** without ideality
or romance or finensss of emotion or poctic 1ift, intensely practical
and utilitarian, hroad -minded, inventive, shrewd, versatile, Frank.
lin's sturdy figore became typical of his time and his peopls”
He was the first great American, and his greatness was of many
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4 INTRODUCTION.,

kinds. He was & distinguished scientist and practical inventor,
Baneroft calls him * the greatest diplomatist of his century.” He
was & great moral teacher, the suprems philosopher of ¢ommon-
sense and the useful virdoes. Bays his latest blographer, Me.
Morse : ““He was one of the most, perhaps the moat agreeabls
conversationist of his age. He weas a rare wit and bonmorist, and
in an uge when * Amorican humor ' was till unborn, amid eontem-
poraries who have left no trace of & jest, atill leas of the faintest
sppreciation of humor, all which he said and wrote was brilliant
with both thoss most charming qualitivs of the homan mind.™
And he econcludes: "By the instruetion which he save, by his
discoveries, by his inventions, and by hia achievements in public
liTe L warns the distinetion of having rendered to men varied and
useful serviocs cfeslied by oo other obe man; aod thos he bhas
astablished & claim upon the gratitnde of mankind so broad thet
hixtory holds fuw who can he his rivals,”

The only complete and eorrect edition of the Antobiography is
that edited by the Hon, John Bigelow, who ahtained the original
MBS, in France and fist gave it to the poblic in 1868, By ihe
sourtesy of Mr, Higelow and his poblishers, the J. B. Lippineott
Co., wo are permitied {0 nse the anthorized text in the preparution
of thizs edition. A few passsres unsuitable for the class-room
have heen omitied, and also the two letlers mentioned on page
5. In order that the book may be thoroughly adapted for the:
resding of young puplls, the spelllng has been modernized and s
Tow grammatical errors rorrected; otherwize the text is given just
a3 Franklin wrote t. The supplementary sketch of Franklin's
life from the point where the Autoblography ends will serve, it is
Loped, as an inducement to read more of the charming lettars con-
tulocd in Mr. Bigelow's * Life of Benjamin Franklin,” s work of
inestimable valne to teachers as well as pupils. Aleo sdditional
reading should be enconraged in snch works as Parton's ** Life axd
Times of Benjawnin Franklin " Morse's * Lifo of Franklin* {Amer-
ican Ststesmen Beries), and Hale's ** Franklin in France.” The
nweded explanations of public eventa connected with Franklin'a
career will gemerally be found in the text-book of United Btates
bhistory, with which the Autoblography should always be used.



ATUTOBIOGREAPHY

OF

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN.

Twyrorn, of the Bishop of St. dsaph's, 1771

Deir B0%: I have ever had pleasure in obtaining any littla
anecdoles of my ancestors, You may remember the Inguiries
[ mads among the remains of my relationz when yon were with
me in England, and the journey T undertook for that purpose.
Imagining it may be equally agreeable to you to know the gir-
cometances of my life, many of which yon are yet noacgoainted
with, and expecting the enjoyment of a week’s uninterrupted
leizare in my prosent cotoiry retirement,' I =it down to write
them for you. To which I have besides some other induce-
ments. Having emerged from the poverty and cbecority in
which I was born and bred, to a state of afAoence and some
degres of reputation in the world, and having gomo w0 far
throngh life with a considersble shave of Eelivity, the condoe-
ing mesns [ made use of, which with the blessing of God so
well suceeeded, my posterity may like to know, as they may
find some of them enitable to their own sitoations, and there-
fore fit to be imitated.

That felicity, whea I reflected on if, has induced me some-
times to say, that were it offered to my ehoice, I shounld have

i. Ifs waa at Twylford hhlﬂ,thuhghh[rinﬂthmnlm_
.u..ph.nr Jm:l.th.lnﬂﬁph]‘ * Amorien's conslant friend,™ a8 be called



BERSAMIN FRANKLIN,
Totoljéctidnit a PebetRiah of-the same life from its beginning,
only asking the advantages anthors have in a second edition
to correct some faults of the first. Bo I might, besides eor-
recting the faults, change some sinister accidents and events
of it for others more favorable. Bt though this were denfed,
I should still accept the offer. Bince such a repetition is notto
be expected, the naxt thing most like living one's life over again
seems to be a resollection of that life, and to make that recol-
leation as dnrable as possible by putting it down in writing.
A/ Herchy, ton, I shall indulge the inclination so natural in old
men, to be talking of themeselves and their own past actiona;
and T shall indulge it withoot being tireeome to others, who,
thriugh reapect to age, might conceiye themselves obliged
to give ma a hearing, since this may be read or not as any ona
pleases.  And, lastly (I may as well confess it, since my denial
of it will be believed by nobody), perhaps I shall a good deal
gratily my own pandly, Indeed, T svarce ever heard or saw
the introdoctory words, ** Withowt venify, I may say," ote,,
bat some vain thing immediately followed. Most people dis-
like vanity in others, whatever sharc they may have of it
themselves; but I give it fair quarter wherever I mect with it,
belng persuadoed that it is often prodoctive of good to the pos-
sessor, and to others that are withio his ephere of action; and
therefore, In many cases, It would not be altogether absurd if
5 man werd fo thank God for his vanity among the other
somforts of life.

And now I apeak of thanking God, T desire wilh all humil-
ity to acknowledge that I owe the mentioned happiness of my
past life to His kind providence, which led me to the menns
T uged and gave them suceess. My belief of this indnces me
to hope, though 1 must not preswme, that the same goodness
will still be exercised toward me, in continuing that happi-
nesz, or enabling me to bear a fatal reverse, which I may ox-
perience as others have done; the complexion of my future
fortune being known to Him only in whose power it is to bless
to us even our aflictions.

The notea one of my uncles (who had the same kind of




BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. v

curiosity in eollecting family anecdotes) once put into my
hands, furnished me with several particulars relating to our
aopcestors, Frowm these notes I learncd that the family had
lived in the same village, Ecton, in MNorthampionshire, for
three hundred years, and how mueh longer he kmew not (per-
haps from the time when the name of Franklin, that before
was the name of an order of people,! was assumed by them as
a surname when others took surnames all over the kingdom),
on & freeheld of about thirty acres, alded by the smith's bosi-
nesa, which had eontinoed in the family till his time, the
eldest son belng always bred to that business ; a custom which
he and my fathor followed as fo their eldest sons.? When I
searched the registers at Ecton, I found an account of their
births, marriages, and borlais from the year 1555 ouly, there
baing mo Togisters kept in that parish at any tfime preceding,
By that register I perceived that 1 waa the youngest son of the
youngest son for five generations back. My grandfatbher
Thomaa, who was born in 1898, lived at Ecton till be grew
too old te follow business looger, when he went to live with
his son John, & dyer at Baobury, in Oxfordahire, with whom
my father served an apprenticeship. There my grandfather
died and lies burisd. We siw his gravestone in 1753. His
sldest son Thomas lived in the house at Ecion, and left it with
tho land to bis only child, a danghter, who, with her hosband,
one Fisher, of Wellilngborongh, sold It to Mr. Isted, now lord
of the manor there. My grandfather had four sons that grew
up, viz.: Thomas, Jobu, Benjamin, and Josiah., 1 will give
you what acgount I can of them, at this distance from my
papers, and if these are ot lost in my absence, you will
a_{nun; them find many more particalars.

Thomas was bred & smith under his father; bot, being in-
genious, and encouraged in learning {as all my brothers
were) by an Esquire Palmer, then the principal gentleman in '

1, A Franklin, or Fronkelein, was a frecholder or small landholder;
originaliy the son or descendant of & wilein or comman laborer who
becnmme Fleh, Chaveer pictures the Fronkalein, in his * Prolopoe," as the
representative of & class of colinisy guatlemen.




