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T+ THE

VERY REV.RICHARD WILLIAM CHURCH, M. A

DEAN OF BT, PAUL'S
My pear Deaw,

HEN I lately asked your leave to prefix your

name to this Volume of Sermons preached before
the University of Oxford, 1 felt I hed to explain to
myself and to my readers, why I had not offered it
to you on its first publication, rather than now, when
the long delay of nearly thirty years might seem to
have destroyed the graciousness of my act.

For you were one of those dewr friends, resident in
Oxford, (some, as Charles Marriott and Charles Cornish,
now no more,) who in those trying five years, from
1841 to 1845, in the course of whieh this Valume was
given to the world, did so much to comfort and uphold
me by their patient, tender kindness, and their zealous
services in my behalf.

I eannot forget, how, in the Febrnary of 1841, vou
suffered me day after day to open to you my anxicties
and plans, us events snccessively elivited them ; and
much less can I lose the memory of your great act of

friendship, as well as of justice and courage, in the



vi HPedreation.

Fehruary of 1845, your 'roctor’s year, when you, with
another now departed, shiclded me from the “ civiom
ardor prava jubentinm,” by the interposition of a pre-
rogative belonging to your academical position.

But much as I felt your generous conduct towards
me at the time, those very circumstances which gave
oecasion to it deprived wme them of the power of
acknowledging it.  That was no season to do what 1
am doing now, when an association with any work of
mine wonld have been a burden to another, not a
service ; nor did 1, m the Volumes which 1 published
during those years, think of laying it upon any of my
friends, except in the case of one who had had duties
with me up at Littlemore, and overcamo me by his
loyal and argent svmpathy.

Accept then, my dear Charch, though it be late, this
expression of my gratitude, now that the lapse of years,
the judgmoent passed on meo by {what may be called)
postority, and the dignity of your present position,
encourpge me to think that, in thus .gmﬂf}'ing myself,
[ am not 1neonsiderate towards you.

I atm, my dear Dean,
Your very aflectionate friend,
JOHN H. NEWMAN.
Aovest, 1871,



ADVERTISEMENT.

OF the following Bermons, the First, Third,

and Sixth were preached by the Author in
Vice-Chancellor’s Preaching Turnz; the Second
in his own ; the Fourth, Fifth, Seventh, Eighth,
and Ninth in his turns as Select Preacher.

The Six since 1832, which elose the series,
were preached in private College turns, which
were made available to him, as being either at
his own dispesal or at that of his personal
fiiends.

Though he has employed himself for the
maost part in discussing portions of one and the
same subject, yet he need scarcely say, that his
Volume has not the method, completeness, or
scienfific exactness in the use of language,
which are necessary for u formal Treatise upon



viii Adveriisement.

it ; nor, indeed, was such an undertaking com.
patible with the nature and circumstanees of
the composition,

The above is the Advertisement prefized to
the Original Edition, dated February 4, 1843,
except that, an additional Sermon being added
to the present Edition—viz., No. 3—alterations
in its wording were unavoidable,

Tre ORaTony,
December, 1871,



PREFACE TO THE THIRD
EDITION.

HESE Discourses were originally published, except as
regards some verbal corrections, just as they were
preached. The author would gladly at that time have
made considerable alterations in them, both in the way
of addition and of omission ; but, professing, as they
did, to be “preached before the University,” he did
not feel himeelf at liberty to do so.  Much less does he
alter them now ; all that he has thought it right to de
h&ﬁ- been, by notes in brackets at the foot of the page,
to draw attention to certain faults which are to be
found in them, either of thought or of language, and,
as far as possible, to set theso right,
Such faults were only to be expected in disenssiona
of so difficult a character as some of them pursae,
written at intervals, and ou accidental, not to say sudden

opportunifics, and with no aid from Anglican, and no
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knowledge of Castholic theologians,  He is only sur-
prised  himself, that, wnder sneh eireumstences, the
errors wre not of A more serious character.  This
remark especially npplics to the Discourses upon the
relation of Faith to Heasgon, which are of the pature
of an exploring expedition into an all but ankoown
country, and do not even venture on a definition of
either nith or Reason on starting,  As they proceed,
however, they become wore precise, as well as more
aceurate, in their doctrine, which shall here be stated
in # eategorical formn, and, as far as possible, in the
words nsod in the eomrae of them.

. Before setting down a definition of Faith and of
Reason, it will be vight to consider what is the popular
notion of Faith and Reasou, in contrast with each
other,

* [ hove not vet said whot Feason really iz, ov what i its relation
to Faith, but have merely contrasted the two together, faking
teason in the sense popularly ascribed to the werd,” x. 45,

Vide alse xii, 7, 11, 365 =il 1, 4§ xiv, 82,

2. According to this popular sense, Faith 1z the
judging on weak grounds i religions matters, and
Renson on strong geounds,  Faith involves easiness, and
Renson slowness in accepting the claims of Religion ;
Ly Fuith 12 meant a fecling or sentiment, by Reazou

an exercise of common scnse ; Faith is conversant



