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PREFACE,

TeEE author feels that this little work reguires
explanation, and perhaps apolozy, as the prodoc-
tion of a layman. Itz history is very simple. The
author has for many years tanght in a Sunday-
school open 1o childven of all Churches.  The teach-
ing iz therefore mnsectarian, and consists in the
main of the Scriptwes only, chapters in the Bible
heing read and;then explained in conversation with
the children. The author has always held that the
besl basis for imparling religions instructiom fo
children is to make them know their Bible well.
He found, howeyer, that though they thus became
well acguainted with separate chapters of the four
Gospelz, and their meaning, they did not acquire
any clear conception of the order of the events,
or of the course of our Saviour's life. e there-
fore, during the laat few years, gave the senior class
a course of lessons on the life of Chnat, and the
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present work consists of these lessons printed wvery
much as they were delivered, in the hope that they
may be of as much use to other young persons as
they appeared to be to those who heard them.

In one sense the author thinks this Little work
supplics & wanl, Ile dors not think the so-called
Lives of Christ which have been published during
the lnst few years are of much use io the young
However ably compiled and beautifully written,
their language does not make the same impression
npon them as the torse and graphic deseriptions of
the Evangelists. Nor ave the numerous Commen-
taries on the Books of the New Testament of much
greater use t0 them,  The foxm in which they are
compiled, consisting of sunotations on individual
verses, i8 not well adapted for this purpose, and
the author has derived little advantage from them.
The form (Lis little work takes is to select from
onc of the Gospels the most full ond striking nar-
rative of each of the events of our Baviour's life
in their order for perusal, and to append to it &
general explanation of the passage selected. The
author has not thought it necessary to indicate the
grounds upon which the order of the events has
been arranged, which is the result of & caveful
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study of the narratives of the fonr Evangelists, and
their bearing upon ench other | and, although he is
familiar with the restlis of Teceit criticism, both
Ly German and English writers, upon the authority
and truth of the Gospels, he thought it oul of
piace to lay before young people the ressoming by
which he armived at the conelusions upon which the
work iz hazed.  Whal, therefure, mny appear siply
assumptions on hig part are In voalily the result of
wuch study of the subjeet, Tlus, in conhection
with the omgin of the Guspels, the auithor has net
overlooked what is perhaps the latest exposition of
the suhject, viz that eonisined in the very staiking
and able article on the Goapels n the Breyelopmdin
Dritannica by the Tlev. E A, ALlet, 12D, Tut,
after careful sludy of that article, he came Lo the
conclusion that the ingenious theory of their origin
there given is not tenable.  Ile conziders that the
Crospels as we now have them wove the first written
Gospels, and were the work of the aunthors whose
names they bear, and that they were preceded by
oral teaching only. He very much agrees with the
views of the Archbishop of York in his extremely
able Introduction to the Synoptic Gospels, and with
those of Canon Westcott in his Introduction to the
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Gospel of St. John, both published in the Speaker's
Commentariy.

In delivering these little lectures, the author did
not sernple to make use of the writings of others
where they suited his purpose, but, as he is anxious
to avoid londing his pages with footnotes or refor-
ences, he must obstain from any special acknowledg-
ment of them, with the exception that he ought to
mention the assistance he has derived from the very
able papers which have appested from time Lo time
in that most valaable periodical, the Erpositor.

With these remarks he can ouly eommend his
little work to those for whom it is designed.

W. I &
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