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EXTINCT CIVILIZATIONS
OF THE WEST

INTROINCCTION

Turovcuour all the periods of Evsropean lustory,
ancicid, o modetrs, no agze has been miore re-
markaule for cvents of Orsterate importance than
the latter half of the [Dftcenth century, The rise
o Ll ™ ew |.¢,;.'Lr:||h1;,l\_, Ll 5t |:|]'$|'uw_'1':r' il the world
and of man,” the displacement of many outworn
beliels, these with otoer faclors produced an
awskening that startled kings and gations.  Then
felt they like Dalboa, when

. oowith eaple eyes
He stared al the Pacilic, and all kis men
Tonked ar cach ather wirh o wild surnmise
silent, upam a peak v Darien,
It wax at thus historien] juncture that the * Middie
Ages ™ came to on en:, and modern Burope had
s Teginmang, (See Chap, [1)

Whky was Europe so long in discovernng the
vast Conlinent which il the fime lay beyond
the Western Ocean?  Bimply  because  every
skipper and every * Doanl of Admimliy ™ be-
leved that this world on which we live and
move 15 Hat and level. They did not at all
realise the fact that it is defshaped ; and that
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