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PREFACE.

—

MosT subjecta connocted with horticnltura, as in other depart.
menta of literaturs, have bosn so thoronghly exhausted by nomerous
writers that there is littla room for sdditionsl contributions. It is
strange, howaver, that no treatiss in the English langusge hes hitherto
besn solaly devoted to the Inrge, peculiar, and interesting family of
Cactaceous plants which long held a prominent position in popular
estimation, Muoch has been wrilten respecting them by skilled
botanists and cultivators, but the information they bave afforded s
soattered through so many works end periodicale that it is inaccessible
to the majority of amateurs and gardeners. Being persuaded that
there are atill many admirers of theso plants I have endeavoured in
the following pages to give a brief review of the whole family,
noting the most handsome species, their culture ond history, os
succinetly a8 possible, to compress the work ioto & compass that
would admit of ita sale at a small price. A period of saversl years’
study in the Royal Gardens, Kow, afforded mo epecial facflities for
observing the characters and requivemants of the Cactesw, and the
information thus obtained, togethar with many facts my position on
the editorial staff of the Journal of Hortlculivre bas enabled ma to
gein, is embodied in the trestise now submilted to the publie.—L. Q.

November 1085, J884
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