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PREFALL.

In presenting this volume to the public, a fow words
uf explanation are necessary, a3 the works which 1
have already published form a scheme of which this i
apart.  In my first historical work T have endeavoured
to give a popular account of the origin and growth of
one of the great partics in the State.  In the second,
by a carctul selection from the writings of Dean Swiit,
together with the history of his politieal career, 1 have
shown the attitude of the English Government lowards
Ircland during the r7th eentury. Tn the ** Introduc
tion® af my “lreland in 798" T have cxhibited the
spirit i which England made laws for Treland doring
the 18th century, and the class of men sent to cnforce
them.

In the present work 1 hove confined mysclf to the
industrial aspect of the country, dealing only with what 1
consider the most important of the linguishing nterests,
and excluding others which from their prosperous con-
dition require no support,  ‘To ft myself for this task,
I have previously studied the condition of  industry
in France, Belgium, Sweden, Norway, and the United
States of America.  While pointing out the causes of
the decline of Irish industries, T have fully condemmned
the defects of my countrymen, but never indulged m
fault-finding withour suzgesting a potent remedy, "The
material of the present volume is drawn from the sifted
information furnished by the heads of firms in Ircland,
Ciovernment  returns, and Blue Books. The latker
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portentous  documents have been comjiled  without
number, and, as the majority of people entertain the
same affection for a Blee Book as they do for a blue
pill, my task was the reverse of eshilarating. 1 have,
in order to become readable, dispensed with techni-
calities ; and not wishing to mystify my readers, eschewed,
a5 much as possible, long tables, classification of rates,
and endless array of figures, Thus, an intricate subjoct,
full of detail, has been lightened for the uninitiated, who
lave neither the time nor paticnce to wade threugh an
undigested mass of valualle inforomtion.  Many persons
in Ireland have given me useful facts reélating to their
concerns. I regret o say also that several appealed
to have nol answered my inquiries. T iake this oppor-
tunity of 1hanking the former,

Having here dealt with the political and industrial
aspects of Ireland, my pext work will Do a picture of the
sucial character of the country a1 a critical period, and
from a new poinl of view,

I. BOWLES DALY
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INTRODUCTION.

Oxe is tired of listening to the oftrepeated statement
that the Irishman will work hard in every country but
his own.  We are told that in America he will clear
the forest, construct the railway, build the jail, and
oblivingly inhabit it. The imbecle retaler of such
illogtcal verbiage 13 here invited to press lis inquiries
a step further by asking why is this the case. The
answer is that the Irtshman would be as diligent and
active at home under the same condmions.  Industry
and art would be as zeddowsly pursued in lreland  as
in nther countrics if the same opportunities were pro-
vided ; the following pages are intended as o refutation
of this calumny recklessly fung at Ircland and the
Irizh. lialy, Hwitzerland, and even Japan woold be
in a worse condition than Irclond were it not for #the
leaven of art " which exizts there.  Hod-carrying, dis-
tilling, Lrewing, and political scheming are supposed
to b the only arts successfully practised by the Insh
people. No greater mistake could be miade by as
observer of even the meanest capacity, It is generally
admilted that no member of the great Aryan family
vver lost a single power which it possessed. The Irish
were o clever race in prehastone tinees, and therc
is no indication of infeniority where their gifts had
fair play and culture. Tt is true that a dislike to
manual labour 15 universal j this is mainly owing to two
reasons @ first, the system of Irish national education,



