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PREFACE.

————

“1 HoNoUR a young wan,’” asid John Wesley,
“ becanse he mmay be doing good when I am
in my grava’’ The suthor heartily adopta this
sentiment, and he offers the following pages
to young met 8s a token of that respect. The
design has been entertained for geveral years,
and the work partly executed ; but a multi-
plicity of engagements has delayed its execu-
tion. Lt now appeans, not as a rival of similar
works, but a3 sn eoxiliary; its aim is not
novelty, bat utility—the suthor has scught
to make ita languege pointed, and its spirit
and voice paternal.

Having long sinee observed that the Bible—
that infallible model for all moral teachers—
gives us “ not merely the rule of duty, but also
the exemplification ;" that it abounds with fact
and invident,—the histories of Abrabam and
Lot—itte adventures of Jacob and Joseph—the
 parables of the prodigal son and the lost sheep ;
—that, in short, * it presents us actéons rather
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than words;” and having also noticed an-
diencea listless under able speakers, when there
was neither fact nor fncident, parable nor al-
legory—and still further, having soem the eye-
lids droop over books well written, but deati-
tute of illuatration: the author hos come to
the eonclusion that “ the primmess of dietion
which shitts out all incident and example, is
88 far from accordance with the dictates of
philosophy, as it is from conformity to the
precedents of the Bible. An address may chal-
lenge eriticism as s finished piece, and yot may
# run like oil over polished marble,” and leave
as little trace of its passape. Soch an address
is likely fo do very little good, especially to
the young. Diametrically opposite is the plan
pursued in the following pages: they sbonnd
in incident and example—not attempting il-
lastration where there i nothing to illustrate ;
but firet giving the prioeciple, and then en-
deavouring to rivet it by the illpetration.
The author ia not ignorant of the fact, that
several works of this kind are already before
the publie, or that they have recently multi-
plied somewhat rapidly. This he regarde as
an omen for good. It shows that many minds
are alive with solieitude for the welfare of our
young men—that their position and responsi-
bilities are wot forgotten. The more works of
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this kind, if they azé of the right stamp, the
bettar. Moreover, as every man has his circle
of aoquaintances and fricnds, ac the author has
his. Employed in the work of the ministry
during the last twenty-one years, and having
beld the relation of pastor to several congre-
gations both in city and village, there are
many familias with which his relations have
been very intimate. Many have grown up
it the domestic cirele and in the Babbath-
school, for whom he feels a epecial interest
He hea also witnessed pome seenes of sorrow,
and heard some tales which have stirred his
heart to ita very depths,—tha saloon and the
thenire ; the company of the vicious, and the
wiles of the atrange woman ; the infidel, and
the aboticr of loose sentiments, have lured the
yoeng man from his chureh snd his Bible,
and have corrnpted his principles and harden-
ed hiz heart: or, enticed by the fascinations
of the ball-room, he haa begnn to spend his
leisure hours in those companies, and amid
those seenes, “whera thonght is banished, where
religion is forgottén, where God and eternity
and desth are kept out of sight, where con-
viction in stifled, where conscience is seared,
where the heart ia hardened, where the good
resolutions made in a serions hour are broken,
where the young and religiounsly-trained youth
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is gradually initiated into irreligion, and
where the ruin of millione of immortal sounls
has been senlad.” (Mten has he seemed to
hear a voice crying,—* Speak, speak to that
young man;” and too often, alas! has he
found that admonition came oo late He
therefore takes this opportunity of attempting
to offer & word in sesson, to any who may be
willing to listen, but especially to the young
men of those families and congregations where
be has been welcomed s & pastor.

Another reason for patting this volume to
press, is; that s favoursble channel for ita
more extonded cireulation prezents itself. The
press from which it issvea i8 the oldest in the
Dnited Btatew eatablished for the great pur-
pose of disseminating purely-religious books.
It has & list of publicatione larger than any
similar establishment; but among them all,
it has none on the plan of this small volume,
That the niche was wvacant, the topice im-
pertant, and such a= require “ line npon line,”
it is presomed wiil not be donbted. How ef-
fectively they are here treatéd, ia loft for others
to judge, The suthor desires the verdict to
tarn on one single question— Will the book do
good ? D. 8.

Krvarron, January, 1852,
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