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ARG S

Uonst-itut_ion of the State of Nevada.

[As smended up to and including Kovember &, 1806, |

PRELIMINARY ACTION,

1. Wuereas, The Actof Conpgress, approved Mareh twenty- Preamble.
first, A. D). eighteer hundred and sixty-four, “To enable the
peopla of the Territory of Nevada to form & Constitntion and
Btate Government, and for the admission of such State into
the Union on an equal footing with the oripinal States,”
requires that the members of the Convention for framing
enid Coostitution shall, after organization, on behalf of the
people of paid Territory, adept the Constitution of the United
Biatea; therafore he it
2. Eesolved, That the members of this Convention, eleciod UnitedStates
by the authority of the aforesaid onabling Act of Congress, Donsimdan
as assembled in Carson Qity, tha Capital of suid Territory of
Nevada, and immediately subsequent to its organization, do
adopt, on behalf of the people of said Territory, the Consti-
tution of the Tnited States.

ORDINANCE.

3. In obedisnco to the requirements of an Act of the Con- Ordimwee
gress of the United Siates, approved Merch twenty-first, IFrevoesble,
A. D, eighteen hnoodred und sixty-four, to enable the people
of Nevada to form a Constitution and State Government,
this convention, elented and convened in obedience to said
anabling Act, do ordain 85 follows, and this ordinance shall
be irrevocable, without the consent of the United States and
the people of the State of Navads:

First—That there shall be in this 3tate neither slavery nor savery
involuntary servitude, otherwise than in the punishment for bbhed
erimes, whereof the pm’l.j' shall hawve been duly eonvicted.

Second—That perfect toleration of religions sentiment Eyeadim:ty
shall be secured, and no inhabitant of said State shsll ever sesnred,
be molested, in person or property, on gecount of his or her
mode of religions worahip.

Third—That the people inhabiting seid Territory do agres, Riettte
and declare, that they forever disclaim all right and title bo Shoucsed
the nnappropriated publia lands lying within seid Territory,
and that the same shall be and remain at the scle and entire
diapoeition of the United States; and that lands belonging te
eitizens of the United States, residing without the said State,
ghall never be taxed higher than the land belonging to resi-
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CONSTITUTION OF THE BTATE OF NEVADA,

dents thereof; and-t.llal. uo taxes shall be imposed by said
State on lands or property therein belonging to, or which
may hereafter be purchased by, the United States,

PREAMBLE.

4, We, the people of the State of Nevada, grateful to
Almighty God for our freedom, in order to secnre its bless-
ings, insure domestic tranguility, and form s more perfect
povernment, do establish thia

CONBTITTUTION.

ARTICLE 1.
DECTLARATION OF RIGHTS.

Secrow 1. All men are, by nature, free and equal, and
have certain inelienable rights, among which are those of
enjoying and defewding life and liberty; smequinng, posess-
ing and protecting property, and pursming and obtaining
satety and happiness.

8ec. 2. All politieal power iz inherent in the people.
Government iy institufed for the protection, seeurity, nnd
benefit of the people; and they have the right o alter or
reform the same whenever the publie good may require if.
But the paramount alleginnce of every eitizen iz due to the
Federal (Government, in the exereize of all its constitutional
powers, as the same hwve been, or may be, deflned by the
Supreme Court of the United States, and no power exists in
the pecple of thie or any other State of the Federal Union to
dissolve their connection therewith, or perform any act tend-
ing to impair, subvert, or resist the suprame authority of the
Government of the United States. The Constitution of the
United States confers full power on the Federal Governraent
to maintain and perpetuate ite existence, and whonsoever any
portion of the States, or people thereof, attempt to secede
from the Federal Union, or forcibly resist the execution of
its lawe, the Federal Glovernment may, by warrant of the
Constitution, employ nrmed foree in compelling obedience to
ita authority. \

Sec. 3. The ripht of trial by jury shall be secured to all,
and remain inviolate forever; buol a jury trial may be waived
by the pariiea in all oivil cases, in the mapner to he pre-
geribed by law; apd in eivil cases, if three-fourths of the
jurors agree upon a verdict, it shall stand and have the same
foree and effect ne a verdiet by the whole jury; provided, the
Legielature, by a law paseed by n two-thirds vote of all the
members elected to each branech thereof, may require a
unanimous verdict, notwithstanding this provision.

380, 4. The free exereise and enjoyment of religious pro-
feszion and worship, without diserimination or preference,
shall forever be gllowed in this State; and oo person shall be
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rendered incompetent to be a witness on account of his
opinions on matters of his religions belief; but the liberty of
conscience hereby sectred shall not be o construed as to
excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent
with the peace or safety of this State.
BEc. 5. Thé privilege of the writ of Asbeas eorpus shall not Habeas
o8 auspended unless when, in ease of rebellion or invasion, :,",’{T’,’L’,:dm
the publie safety may require its suspension. when,
SEc. 6, Fxcessive bail ehall not be required, nor excesgive pa, fines
fines impoeed; nor shall eruel or unuenal punishments be 200 W“’ﬂ'
mﬂlcted nor ghall witnessee be nnregsonably defained. Tremtea.
Sro. 7. All persons shall be bailabla by sufficient sure-
ties, unles-a for eapital offenses when the proof is evident or
the ptesumptlon greab.
Se. 8. No person shall be triad for B capital or other el on
infamous erime (exéept in cades of impeachment, and in cases e
of the militia when in aetual serviee, and the land and nawval
forcos in time of war, or which this St-ate may keep, with the
congent of Congress, in {ime of peace, and in cases of petit
larceny, nnder the regnlation of the Legislature], excopt on
presentment or indietment of a grand jury; and in any trial
in any eourt whatever the party accused shall be allowed fo
appear and defend in person and with connsel, as 1n ervil
actions. No person shall be subjeet to be twiee put in jeopardy ot to e
for the same offense; nor shall he be compelled in any erim- {3ice mrtia
- inol caae, to be a witness grainst himeelf; nor be deprived of

life, liberty, or property, without due process of 1aw; DOr Prvate
shall private property be taken for public use without just ﬁﬂ%ﬂi’;ﬁo'
compensgtion baving been fivst mude or seoured, exeept in

cages of war, riot, fire, or preat publie peril, in whish case
compengatinn shall ba al”tem'ard made.

Be0: b Every citizen may freely apeak, write and prubhsh Freadon of
his sentimente om all aubjects, heing responsible for the ahuse “‘L""”’ v
of that right; and no law shsll bo passed to restrain or
abridge the liberty of speech or of the press.  In all criminal
prozecutions and civil setions for libels the truth may bo
given in evidenee to the jury, and if it shall appear to the
jury that the matter charged as libelons, is true, and wae pub-
lished with pood motives, and for justifiable ends, the party
shall ba acquitted or exonorated.

8EC. 10, The people shall have the right freely to ussemblo might o
together to consult for the common good, to instruct their :f:’ff:ﬂ‘,_’lw

representatives, and'to petition the Legislaivre for redress of
grievances,

Sec 11, The military shall be subordinate to the civil My
power. No standing army shall be maintained by this State S el
in time of peace, and in time of war no appropriaticn for a
standing army shall be for a longer time than two years,

Sec. 12, No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered Soldier
in any house without the consent of the ow ner, por in fime jJUertered,
of war, except in the manner to e preacribed h}' law,
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CONBTITUTION OF THE STATE OF NEVADA.

8Ec. 13. Hepresentation shall be apportioned according to
population.

Sec. 14. The privilege of the debtor to enjoy the neces-
sary comforts of life shall be recognized by wholesome laws,
exempting & reascnable amount of pmpart}f from seizure or
gale for payment of any debts or liabilities hereafter com-
tracted; and there shall be no imprisonment for debt, except
in eases of fraud, libel, or slander, and no person sha]i be
imprisoned for u militia fine in time of peace.

SEC. 15, No bill of attainder, ez post facto law, or law
impairing the obligation of contracts, shall ever be passed.

Sk 16, Foreipuers who ave, or may hercafter beecome,
Bona fide residenta of this State, shall enjoy the same rights
in respect to the posgession, enjoyment mnd inheritance of
property s native-horn citizens,

Brg, 17. XNeither slavery nor involentary servitude, unless

‘for the punishment of erimas, ghall ever be tolerated in this

State.

8ec. 18. The right of the peopla fo be secure in their
pereons, houees, papers, snd effects against noreasomable
seizares and searches, shall not ba violated; and no warrant
ghall iesue but on probable canse, sopported by oath or
affirmsation, particnlarly deseribing the place or places to be
searched, and the person or persons, and thing or things to
be geized.

Sec. 19, Treaaon sgainst the State shall consist only in
levying war agninet it. adhering to its enemies, or giving
them aid or eomfort, And no person shall be convieted of
treason, nniess on the testimony of two wilnesses to the same
overt aet, or on ecnfession in open court.

Bec. 20. This enumeration of rights shall not be construed
to impair or deny others refained by the peopla.

ARTICLE IL
RIGHT OF BUFFRAGH.

SectioN 1. Every male citizen of the United States {not
laboring under the dismbilitica named in this Constitution)
af the age of twenty-one years and npwards, who shall have
actnally, and not constructively, resided in the State six
months, and in the distriet or county thirty days next pre-
ceding any election, shall be entitled to vote for all officers
that now are or Lereafter may be elected by the people, and
upon all guestions submitted to the alectors at sueh election;
provided, that no person who has been or may be convicted
of treason or felony in any Btate or Territory of the United
Btates, unless restored to civil rights, and no person who,
after arriving at the age of eighteen years, shall have volun-
tarily borne arme againgt the United States, or held eivil or
military office under the so-called Confederate States, or either
of them, unless an amnesty be granted to such by the Federal
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Government, and no idiot or insane person, shall be entitled
to the privilega of an elector,

[Amended by striking oot the word white before the word mele. Pro-
poded and passed ab the HEighth Bession of the Leglslatore, January IS5
1877, Statotea of 1877, page 214; Agreed to and passed sl the Ninth Seasion
of the Legislature January 27, 1470, Statutes of 18T, page 140, and approved
and ratifled by the people at the penersl eloctlon of 1880.]

B8Ec. 2. For the purpose of voling, no person shall be
deemed to have gained: or loet a residence by reason of his
presence or absence while employed in the service of the
United States, nor whils engaged in the navigation of the
waters of the United States or of the high seas; nor while a
stodent of any seminary of learning; nor while kept st any
almshouse or other asylum, at public expense; nor while
confined at any publie prison.

SEc. 3. The right of suffrage shall be enjoyed by all per-

' song, otherwise entitled to the same, who may be in the mili-

tary or naval serviee of the Unifed Stutes; provided, the votes
so east ghall be made to apply to the eounty and township
of which said voters were bona fide testdents at the time of
therr enlistment; and provided further, that the payment of &
poll tax or a repistration of such voters shall net be required
as a eondition to the right of voting., Provision shall he
made by law regulating the manner of voling, holding elee-
tions, and makiog returna of such elections, wherein other
provisions are not contained. in this Constitution.

BEC, 4, During the day on which any general election
shall be held in this State, no qualified elector shall be arrested
by virtus of any eivil prooess.

Sec. 5. All eleetiops by the people shall be by ballot, and
all elections by the Legialatore, or by either branch thereof,
shall be "vira vere”

Brc. 6 Provizion shall be made by law for the registra-
tion of tha names ot the electors within the counties of which
they may be residents, and for the ascertzinment, by proper
proofs, of the persons who shall be entitled to the right of
suffrage, as hereby astablished, to preserve the purity of elec-
tions, and to regulate the manner of holdiog and making
raturns of the same; and the Lepielature shall have power
to preseribe by law any other ov further Inws rales or oaths
ag may be deemed necessary as a test of electoral qualifications.

8Ec. 7. The Legisiature shall provide by law for the pay-
ment of an annual poll tax, of not less than two nor exceed-
ing four dollars, from each male person resident in the State
between the ages of twenty-one and sixty yeara {nncivilized
American [ndians exeepted), one-half to he npplied for State
and one-half for eounty purposes; and the Legislature may,
in its digeretion, make guch payment a4 condition to the right
of voting.

Sec. 8. All persons qualified by law to vote for represen-
tatives to the (zeneral Assembly of the Tervitory of Nevada, o
on the twenty-first day of March, A, D. sighteen hundred and
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6 CONBTITUTION OF THE STATE OF NEVADA.

gixty-four, and all other persons who may be lawful voters
in said Territory on the first Wednesday of September next
following, shall be entitled to vote direetly npon the question
of adopting or rejecting this Constitution.

" ARTICLE TIL
DIETRIBUTION OF POWERS.

Srcrion 1. The powers of the Government of the State of
Powers of . Nevada ghall be divided into three separate departments—
" the Legislative, the Executive, and the Judicial; and no per-
son charged with the exercise of powers properly belonging
to one of these departments shall exercise any funetions
appertaining to either of the others, exeept in the cares herein

expresely directed or parmitted.

ARTICLE IV,
LEGISLATIVE DEFARTMENT.

Secron 1. The lemslative authority of this State shall be
Leglaladve  vested in 4 Senate and Assembly, which shall be desipnated
aatherty  «The Legislature of the State of Nevada,” and the sessions
of snch Legislature shall be held at the seat of Governmont
of the Stats.
Bu0, 2. ' The sessions of the Legislnture shall be biennial,
Tocouvene, and shall commence on the third Monday of Junuary next
el . ensuing the election of mambers of the Assembly, unless the
Governor of the Srate shall, in the fsferim, convene the
Lewrislature by proclamation,

[Amended by chansing first Mondey to third Mondey in Jenuary, Pro-
posed and passed st $he Twellth Sewsion of the Legleiature. Mebroary 25, 1885,
Statutes oj'p“ , page 151 apeeed o and praged at che Thirteenth Sesaion of
the ]'qj:la.tura March 4, lﬂﬂa, Btatuter of 15887, page 160, and approved aod
ratlfed by the people at o spoviad election beld Februwoy 11, T888, ]

8gc. 3. The members of the Arsembly shall be chosen
asenibly- — piennially by the gmalified electors of their rvspt‘t'tlve dis-
men ehoseh trieta, on the Tnesday next ufter the first Monday to Novem-
ber, and their term of oftice shell be two yeare from the day
next after their election.
Sec. 4. SBenators shall be chosen at the same time and
‘Bonators plaees ae memmbers of the Assembly, by the gualified electors
ehosen. of their respective districts, and their term of office shall be
four vears from the day next after their eleetion.
Bre, 5. Senators und members of the Assembly shall be
who eizivle. doly qualified electors in the respeetive counties and distriets
which they represent, and the number of Senators shall not
be less than one-third nor more than one half of that of the
members of the Assembly,
SEc. 6. Hach house shall Judge of the gnalifications, elec-
Powers of  tiona, and roturns of its own members, choose its own officers
k. {except the President of the Benate), determine the rules of
ita proceadings, and may puntah ita membere for disorderly
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eonduat, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds of all the
members elected, expel o member.,

Sec. 7. Either house, during the session, may punish, by
imprisonment, aoy person, not a member, who shall have
been puilty of disrespect to the house by disorderly or eon-
temptnous behavior in ite presence. but such imprisonment
shall not extend beyond the fingl adjonrnment of the session.

Skc, 8. No Senator or member of Assembly shall, during semhens
the term for which he shall huve been elected. nor fur one m‘,ém‘,’a,m
year thereafter, be appointed to any civil offiece of profit
under this State which shall have been created, or the emol-
nmentes of which shall have heen inereased, duriug such
term, except such offlce ay may he filled by elpetmm. by the
peuple

8EC. 9. No person holding any lucrative office under the Persons net
Government of the United States, or any other power, shaj] &bl
be eligible to any civil office of profit under this State; pro-
tided, that Postmisters whose compensation does not exesed
five hondred dollars per annum, or Comtnissioners of Deeds,
shall not ba deemed as holding & luerative office,

Bwc, 10, Any perscn who shall be convicted of the ambez- Disqualified
zlement or defaleation of the public funds of this State, or Do oo
who may he eonvicted of having given or offered a bnbia to
procure bis election or mppointment to office, or received a
‘bribe 1o aid in the procorement of office for any other per-
gon ghall be disgualified from Lolding any oflice of profit or
trost in thia State. And the Legiclature shall, as roon as
practicable, provide by law for the punishment of snch defal-
cation, bribery, or embezzlement as & felony,

8ec. 11, Members of the Legislature shall be privileged
from arrest on civil proeess doring the session of the Lepis-
lature, and for fifteen days next hefuore the commencement of
each session.

Bee. 12, When vacancies ooenr in either house, the Gov-
ernor shall iasue writs of elestion to fll euch vacaney,

8rc. 13, A majority of afl the members elected to each muis
house shall constitute p quornm to transact buainess, bot a [MooEI
smaller number may adjourze, from day to day. and may com- precedure.
pel the attendanee of abseut members in such manner and
under such penalties ax each house mey prescribe.

8. 14,  Fach house shall keep a journal of its own pro-
coedings, which shall be published, and the veas and naye
of the members of either house, on apny question, shail, at
the desire of any three members present, be entered on the
journal.

SeC. 15. The doors of each house shall be kept open dor- Rules
ing ite session, except the Senate while sitting in executive eog
segeion, and neither ghall, without the consent of the othep, wrocedur.
adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other ploce
than that in which they may ba holding their sessions.

S5E0. 16. Any bill may originate in cither house of the



