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TO THH RIGHT HONOURARLE .

LORD STANLEY OF ALDERLEY,
&, o, b

7-i~52 2 W/

My Lorb,

I venture to address the following remarks
to your Lordship, upon & subject in which, as coming
within the cognizance of the Board of Trade, you may
naturally be supposed to take an interest, in the hope,
that, if the pecessity for an alteration in the law, as
regards Railways of the nature herein referred to, be
made appareni, your Lordship's co-operation will not
be wanting in support of any efforts, that may here-
after be made, to remove the disabilities and evils
complained of,

It is not difficult to imagine the astonishment
with which an Engineer of the last century, were he
permitted to revisit the earth, would view the gigantic
public works, which have covered the face of this
country during the last five and twenty years. Nor
would his surprise, at first sight, be lessened on dis-
covering, that the whole of these numerous and costly
works of earth, stone, timber, and iron, were constructed
in order that a pair of narrow irom bars might be car-
ried continuously, as nearly as possible level and in a
ptraight line, exactly four fect eight inches and a half
apart. If, however, he were told, that it is possible for a
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horse to draw, in a carriage adapted to these iron bars,
eight times the load, that he can upon an ordinary high
road, his astonishment would rapidly diminish; and if
he were further informed, that an engine has been in-
vented capable of drawing fifty such eight-herse loads,
at a speed of forty miles an hour, on this ircn road, it
would almost altogether disappear. One circumstance
would alone remain to puzzle his mind; he would be
at a loss to discover why the whole of these iron rails
should, with certain exceptions, be laid exactly four
feet eight inches and a half apart—oeither more nor
less. Nor would the solution of this gquestion be
rendered easier to him were he to learn the fact, that
this width, or guage, of the iron road has been fixed
and determined by legislative authority ; and that a
gpecial enactment has provided that, with certain
specified exceptions, all such public Reilways for the
conveyance of goods and passengers shall be con-
structed with this guage, and no other.®

It is to the injurious operation of this and other
similar Parliamentary restrictions on the industry end
enterprise of all those districts, which do not lie upon
a Main Line cof Railway, that attention is principally
intended to be drawn in the following remarks,

Of the two great discoveries already alluded to,
upon which the system of Railway Locomotien is based,
the first mentioned is undoubtedly the most important.
Without the facility of traction, afforded by the use of
a carriage with fanged wheels on parallel iron rails,
the Locomotive would be, and indeed has been proved
to be, a comparalively useless machine. The perse-

* § mnd 10 Viotork, cep. 5.




vering efforts which have been made, since the Man-
chester’ and Liverpool Railway was first opened, to
adaptithe Steam-horse to the high road, have unifermly
ended in” disappeointment ;* and although in Boydell’s
Traction Engine the attzmpt has been successfully made
to cause a locomotive to traverse, not only the high
road, but the open country, yet the success is due to
the circumstance, that this engine, with its flanged
wheels, carries with it its own Railway, laying it down,
and taking it up, as it proceeds.

Power and speed the Locomotive has brought to
the rail; and ecomomy also, where heavy loads are
carried long distances ; bui the saving effected by it
in the cost of the transit of goods under ordinary cireum-
stances, 1s, owing to the costly machinery necessary for
its use, after all, trifling, compared with the saving
already previously effected by the rail and the flanged
wheel combined.

Ag this fact has an important bearing upon the
matter in hand, it may be well, in the first instance,
to consider the relative cost of conveying a Ton of

* The lust sttempt of the kind, and not the least inberesting, is that which
has recontly been made by Lord Willoughby d'Eresby, on s private road
four milea in length, leading from the villge of Edenham in Lincoln-
shire to the Little Bythae Station, on the Geeat Northern Heilway, Ta
this case o solid roadway was formed of two parallel lines of contiguons
wooden blocks laid level with the eurfase of the roud, on which I was
attempted to work a very perfect small Binch eylindarsd locomotive with
flat wheels, built at the Swindon works The experiment, which wus in
evary respect wall carried ont, and s worthy of record, removed the last
 existing doubt upon the eubject; it was ultimaetely Found Decsssary
to place iron rails upon this selid block-road, and the Fdenhem Tram-
way, lberslly deeigned for the benufit of iho tenants of the Grimsthorpe
entate, i now converted iolo s Railway of the ususl guage, and worked by
a locomotive and carriages with flanged whoels,
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Goods one mile ; 1. on an ordinary high road; II. on
the rail by horse power; and III on the rail by loco-
motive ; this may simply be stated as follows:—

On High Road by Horse . . . . . . . , 8d
On Railway by Horse . . . . . . . . . 2d.
On Railway by Locometive . . . . . . . . 1ld, *
Now the disadvantages under which all those
towns and districts le, that are not so fortunate as
to be within ecasy distance of a siding or Station on
one of the Main Lines of railway, are due to the cir-
cumstance, that they have, on the above shewing, to
pay eight times as much for the carriage of a ton of
produce or goods for every mile of the distance
which separates them from that Siation, as they have
to pay for its carriage when once vpon the Line:
and the grievance of which they have to com-
plain, is, that the Standing Orders and require-
ments of the Houses of Parliament are such as mot
only to render any lateral extension of the Main
Line for their limited traffic utterly hopeless, but
also to deprive them of that simple and inexpensive
substitute, which would otherwise be within their
reach, and which would place them on more equal
terms with their more fortunate neighbours.
This, then, i the grievance; but hefore we pro-
ceed to speak of a remedy, let us consider its effects,
The natural result of our imited Railway system,
already for some time in operation, is perceptible
over the whole kingdom, in the rapid and consider-
able improvement in the wvalue of land and houses

* Thesa priced cover all ooets and oharges jncloding thoss of main-
temanoce, and intercst on fimt coeh
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in the neighbourhood of railways; in the increase of
habitations and population in their immediate vicinity ;
in the gradual decay of the remoter towns and villages;
in the deterioration of the high roads and means of
communication; in the abandonment of small trades,
manufactures, and handicrafts in these less accessible
parts, and in the consequent increase of vice and
crime. It will be readily helieved, that 'with such
self-evident results, efforts were mot wenting, on the
completion of the main lines of communicaton, to push
the system into every outlying lateral district, the
amount of the traffic in which afforded the slightest
justification for the attempt. Nor did these efforts
on the part of those interested in obtaining these
facilities of communication remain unseconded; it is
not to be supposed, that those who had profited so
largely by the construction of the Main Line were
unwilling to promote the Branch; the officials of the
parent trunk were generally the sponsors of the off-
ghoot; and in this way numerous Branch lines,
designed after the model of the original standard, were
brought before the public, and carried into execution,
Of these minor projects it may, with safety, be affirmed,
that few have proved to be other than unprofitable
undertakings, and the greater part of them absolutely
disastrous to the shareholders, or to the unfortunate
parent company which was induced o originate or
adopt them; and the lamentable error committed by
the Boards of the older Railway Companies, in the
-purchase and construction of these Branch Railways,
in .recognized as one of the principal causes of the
subsequent decline in the value of Railway property.



