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Preface

Thes book is written primarily for the sake of my
children wha koow little or nothing of their ancestry,
and to them it is addressed.  Thut it is also intended Lo
my pgrandchildren and those who may lollow them —
especially those of the rame of Dot 3f such there be,

If they read these pages they will learn that very few
of their ancestial relations, on my side of the house,
have distinguished themselves o public life, bot that
they have been respectable and well-educated ladics amd
gentlemen with gouod positions in the communities in
which they have lived,

Many of them have shown literary and actistic tastes,
and some few have been well-known writers and painters,

So far as 1 have studied them [ have Tound Hittle to
condemn and much to prajse in their refined and simple
lives.  Home have been nich and some poor, hut T have
failed to discover records of any who were not respect-
able and respected.

OF all among them there 35 Litkke doubt but that John
Boit, of Boston, master-mariner, led the most adventor-
ous and exciting life,  He proved himezelf 1o be a brave
amd intelligent man —able to cope with man and cir-
cumstance —and full of that literary taste so often
found among his descendants. T hope when my chil-
dren and their children bave read what T have written
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of him, they, too, may feel a little of my own pride in
him and his career.

Mere sequences of genealogy make dull reading.
Therefore I have tried as much as possible, by anecdote
and incident and personal reflections to lighten vp my
story.

Judging from my own feelings about my own ances-
tors, I suppose some day, here and there, a descendant
of mine may wish to catch a glimpse of what my own life
was. Indeed, I have loved my life, and taken a keen
interest and enjoyment in many things, 1 have included
herein a briel synopsis of it.  If in so doing I may seem
to have overexalted or been too praiseful of myself, I
have failed in my purpose, for 1 fully appreciate the fact
that my interests have been too diversified for me to
have achieved real success in anything. However, 1
have entire confidence that however I may have written,
I shall be criticized by my readers as they see fit,

My facts and fancies have been taken from family
legends and manuscripts, from old Boston records and
from incidents within my own personal knowledge,

At the end of the book 1 have given a list of refer-
ences and many genealogical tables, For the tables of
the Sturgis and White familes T am much indebted to
Mr. Francis 5 Sturgis of Boston, and Mr. Howard
Sturgis of Windsor, England; for those of the Mercer
and Griffin families of Virginia, to my sister-in-law Mary
Stuart (Mercer) Walker of Morristown, New Jersey.



