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To Ber whose " Fromi™ Ot sugpesied ke
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and sorrows, thll the goldsn clrclet, with all lis
jewals, shall ba complats in Heaven.
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INTRODUCTION.

Tus nema of * Flora" has hesn glven o llitle |

vodumes In which called Bowers bave basn pressed,
as memothals of persone, Heed, and scemes, can-
necind with inckdenta L tha |1 af 1be ownes of
tha honk | and sentimepis, correapending with tha

postle lnnguags of ibe Aowars, sre recorded bensath

or araund them.  The author of the livtda book bere
presentod Lo tha roader, han seleciad tha pame of
1 Sppred Flora,' becamss the senilmanis he wish-
ed 10 sxpress, speioglogp a8 they did arband the
grave of a preclous chibd, seemed to him well
apmbatizad by sich meoicrlal Howers as thoss 1o
which aliusion han bom madla ; and b trasts, that
thus gathered, they wlil be foaod wruly the Bowers
af Christlan thought and seotimeant. (o proparing
& mamotial of an angal apltlt, whoss LIl oo sarth
waa that of & wpiclog-lower—awesinass and beauly,
| Toe weould faio ballevs that e has done a work for
| ather heoris na well ss for hlaawn. He would eon-
sols the becesvad, and furnleh prepansiives agsine
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vl INTRODUCTION,

tha trial bour 1o thosa who harn nol as el szon tha
dark wing of Death shndowiog the beightness of
homa 2

H WWarte of henrtfedi trurh,

Teadmyg o pacieacs whan Alflicsiom srikas g

To hapa snd lova | oo comfidant ropos
In ol ;| and Favacinee Mo che St of man, !

Ha has “Jooksd inlo hin besrd nod written,” Hea
hets Loved 10 write, because of the serenlty which
passsd wpon his apirit from the Louehe Lhies evalved ;
and why shoull he nol hops whal f4e seech of Ade
own experiznce imay sootha othar mouraing spirits,
by leading them to cha highest snd puresl sources
of cemaolation through the assorance and enduranca
of Feith? He would throw srourd childrep—the
proseat, as well aa the abseni—a Christian niorest ;
anel If tlds work shall Yo successful in doing this,
the greal desira of his heart will be aneworad. He
would hope that this woluics might be & book for
the affections; & maoousl kr soliteds; & friend |
whous words ahall apask peacs to the troubled side-
mentd of griaf, wheb (be owamories of the pest rush
with violence over Uhé soul, and 1he vacanciss of
the prassnd are desply felt, Ifeo, it will do good
b many & parent | 11 will be welsame in mAOy &
botne | it will bring Jesin 10 the wenping Bachele

This wark would nat havs besn put 10 press bad
mot the auther Leen asssurad that e Religion of
Jedus his bestowed upem him a gif loba » consoler.
| The records of his minksiry, kept By mamsosy,

afford him many precious evidancss tbat this ks his
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rocatlon | and the succens aitondiog the pobdlcation
of & former work e—""The Clirdarian Comforier, " —
vorifien thin bellef, He wus Lulaly Lpfemoed of &
young lady In s pelghboring chly, Joog sick e &
wictim of consumpdion, 10 whors Lhat work wqs a0
dear, that she enjolned wpon her sedber to parmil
it to ba with har In ths ofln ; sed B wns so com-
mitiad to the grave—as token of the spicit’s Jova of
the consalations of Chrisd, Aa dear, the author
bumbly trusce, ihle fitlle Secred Flora will be Lo
many & parent, by the alde of the sady dead, or
when, in meditative momaots, the grare yislds the
haloved ooly to the eys of ibe Imegiostion, or of
falth, 1n this iras he bas weikten, new Tuibllsbiss,
aerf eormmits his work Lo e destiny. |
In the following pages ha has not dwskt oo Lhaoss
things which make tha eye wesp Leara likn rain,
whihout waking inlo action one priocipls of abiding
sirengllh. Ha has reveranily Lmisted the prophels
of old, who ssarched ned only to discern * the suf-
farings of Chriwl, " and wapd, boc aleo ' ika glory |
that should faltow,"* and rejoiced. He has condbnu-
elly kapt in aight " 1he Bhadow of & Gresl Bock e
& wesry land, " whils he has spoken af 1he sad pll
grimaga which bersmeed. love most maka. And
writton =0 clearly on hle hean have besn thos
wordd of God, by kis proplat, that ha bas nerar
Ioal might of them,—' As pon whem his mother
carnfsrieth, ao will T comfinrt yow,"® The trus molk-
er ool only msaka 1o wips nway tenra of sorcow,
or to Bleod the slaments of bops with tham that
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they may not fall so biltarly, bot she also ELtives
to arpusa 1o daily duther and deads of fithfulnasy
to nature’s high miokstrles. Thus eomforied, the

heart Becoroos reguneraled, aoid beie ropressed are
W Those gantls chpriom which daw
Mam clocer wiLh bin bind=

Thea aw el komanicies whick mshe
The mosic which chiy ke,

B mamy » biser wend '; wowld baab—
How many o pang 'L weald sins, |

L Tira mesrd precious meade thoss tls
Which soaehify ehe gooil |7
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