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NOTE

LLEN KEY’S startling views on
the marriage relation in *‘Love and
Marriage” imply far more than a

refusal to accept the sanctified, time-hon-
ored beliefs held by the majority to-day.
The heat of the arguments provoked by
her bold contentions often blinds her ad-
versaries to the basic moral good in her
creed. She elucidates some of the most
difficult problems in eugenies by showing
how the right mn.rrmgg relation, founded
on & higher moral standard in the sex re-
lation, will make woman more capable
of doing her share in the great work of
social reconstruction.

Valuable suggestions for the child-eul-
ture of the future are offered when she
insists upon a change in the conditions
which hamper woman in her highest

work as a mother, and rob children of a
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6 Note

mother’s care. Love has assumed a deep-
er aspect since woman’s powers have been
liberated, hence we must strive for a high-
er perfection in the relation of the sexes.
In “Love and Ethies’’ she deals with
sex problems with the courage and the
purity of mind which such themes de-
mand, and she challenges the permanence
of current ideals against the law of life
which means change and growth. We
must anticipate the necessity of establish-
ing a new standard of moral values if
present-day social-wrongs and abuses are
to be remedied. Ellen Key points the
\wa}r to these higher values, without de-
manding that her revolutionary ideas of
irefurm be translated into immediate ac-
-tion. Conditions are not ripe for the rad-
iical changes she suggests. A gradual
" transformation of moral values must lead
the way to a better future, founded on a

higher conception of love.
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LOVE AND ETHICS

N love, in which the happiness of the
individual and the well-being of
society so frequently conflict, the

present conception of duty demands the
unconditional sacrifice of the individual /
to society. All the state needs, we are
told, is healthy fathers and mothers, the
certainty of the permanent union of the
pirents to secure the education of their
progeny. Whenever the happiness of the
individual interferes with this require-
ment, the individual must be sacrificed.
That this entails suffering upon him is no
reason for loosening the marriage bond,
and certainly not so long as the majority
of parents are agreed that children are
best cared for in the family. Therefore,

it is said, the state is not interested in any
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