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PREFACE

Tue ecirecumatance that the following remarks
were originally published a8 an anonymous
article in a Heview, will best explain the
gtyle in which ihey are written. Abgence
from England prevented me from becoming
acquainted with My, Mill's Eramiaation of
Ser Willaem Hamilton's Phifosophy till some
time after its publication ; and when | was
requested to undertake the task of reviewing
it, I was still ignorant of its contents, On

proceeding to fulfil iy engagement, I soon
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discovered, not only that the character of
the book was very different from what the
author's reputation had led me to expect,
but also that my task would be one, not
merely of eriticism, but, in some degree, of
self-defence.  The remarks on myself, coming
from a writer of Mr, Mill's ability and repu-
tation, were sueh as 1 could not pass over
without notiee; while, at the same tume, |
felt that my principal duty in this instance
was the defence of one who was no longer
living to defend himself, Under these cir-
cumstances, the best course appeared to be,
to devote the greater portion of my article
to an cxposition and vindication of Sir 'W.
Hamilton’s teaching ; and, in the additional
remarks which it was necessary to make on
the more personal part of the controversy,

to speak of myself in the third person, as
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| should have spuken of any other wiiter.
The form thus adopted hag been retained in
the present republication, though the article
now appears with the name of its author.

My original intention of writing # review
of the entire book was nocessarily abandoned
as soon as 1 became sequainted with its
contents. To have done justice to the whole
subject, or to Mr. Mill's treatment of it,
would have required a volume nearly as
large as his own. 1 thercfore determined
to confine myself to the Philosophy of the
Conditioned, both as the most original and
important portion of Sir W. Hamilton's
teaching, and as that which occupies the

first place in Mr. Mill's Ezamnation.



THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE CONDITIONEL.

HE reader of Plaw's Republic will
readily reeall to mind that wonderful
passage at the end of the sixth book, in
which the philosopher, under the image of
geometrical lines, exlibits the various re-
lations of the intelligible to the sensible
world ; especially his lofty aspirations wich
regard to “that second segment of the in-
telligible world, which veason of itself grasps
by the imwer of dialectie, employing hypo-
theses, not as principles, but as veritable
y =
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hypotheses, that 1s to say, as steps and
starting-points, in order that it may ascend
as for as the wnconditioned (wéxpt Toi dvomo-
Bérov), to the first principle of the universe,
and having gr.'.m}m(i this, may then lay hold
of the principles next adjucent to it, and
so go down to the end, using no sensible
aids whatever, bul employing abstract forms
throughout, and {erminuting in fornus.”

This quotation is noportant for our present
purposc in two ways. In the first place, it
may serve, ab the oulsct of our remarks, to
propitiate those plain-spoken KEnglish erities
who look upon new termis in plilosophy with
the same suspicion with which Jack Cade
regarded “a voun and a verb, and such
abominable words as no Christian ear can
endure to hear,” by showing that the head

and front of our offending, “the Uncondi-



