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PREFACE,

—_—

Tee Golden Legemd was first published in 1851,
The title waa derived from the epithat given to Vors-
gine's Lagonds of the Sasnts, % Aures Lagenda,” which
was said by ite admirers to exceed all other books, as
gold pesseth in value all other metals. Bo the story
apon which this poem is founded “scems to me,"” =aya
Longfellow, in his original note, “to sorpass sll other
legends in beanty and zignifiennce. It axhibits anid the
corroptions of the Middla Ages, the virtne of disinter-
ertedness end self-eacrifice, and the power of Faith,
Hope, and Charity, sufficient for all the exigensies of
lite and death.”

The story was first told by & Minnewinger of the twolfth
century, Hartmann von Aue, in the poemn entitled Der
Arme Heinrich, The hero, a man of wealth and noble
birth, is suddenly stricken with leprosy, which he is told
can only be eured by the sacrifica of the lifs of & maiden
who may be willing to die for him. This maiden is
found in the family of one of  Poor Henry’s” tenants,
who receives him after the world has cast him off. Her
offer to die for her lord is accepted, and they travel to-
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gether to Salerno, where the sacrifice is to be made. Bat
at the last moment Henry refuses to accept lif st this
price, is miraculonsly enred, and returns home with the
peasant girl, whom he makes his wife.

The Golden Legend forms the second part of Long-
fellow's Trilogy of Christus, of which The Divine Trag-
edy, or Life of Christ, is the first part, and The New Eng-
land Tragedies,  picture of modern Christianity, the
third, The notes to the present edition of The Golden
Legend are intended to offer the general reader sufficient
explanstion of whatever may be obscure in the allusions
to & time but little understood ; while they will enahle the
student to pursue his investigation into the details of
medigyal life presented in literary, artistic, and histor-
ival authoritios within essy reach. He will at the same
time be struck by the fidelity of the picture which the
poet hore draws, not merely of the century of the preat
awakening, the thirteenth, but of that entire transiticnal
period which the French, more accurate than ourselves,
eall ls moyen dge —the Middle Age. 5. A. B

Bosron, July, 1638,
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PROLOGUE.

THE SPIRE OF STRASBURG CATHEDRAT..

Night aud Sterm. Loowes,® with the Powers of the Air, 1 trying
to tear down the Uross.

Lvcorer. IHasten! hagten |

O ye spirits |
From ita station drag the ponderous
Croes of iron, that to meck us

s Is uplifted high in air!

Yoroea. 0, wo eannot |
For around it
All the Saints and Goardian Angele

® Fuclfer. The Light-bearer, sppiied try the anedants to Feouns when niorm.
ingatar. As tha Jhaldeans stadied the atars, and clafined to be under thelr
special protection, the tbmt wis glees by Lasish (ziv. 12) to Nebushadnessar
i hiw pride pnd mbeequent faJl  Bimilar words of Ohoiet (87 Lok x. 18), 1
beheld Baisn sa Hybining fall from heswver,™ cmosed BL Jerome and other
early Futhsrs to give the nams Lucifer to Satan. (v, p. 66.) For the medie.
il conoeption of the Exil Spirit, 0. Milman's Lafin Chrie. Bk xiv. ab &

+ Powers of the ddér. Thas idea that the air {s flled with splritaal beings, good
soad, gvil, the reglon pexcest the sarth being the abode of the latter (o, Eps. iL
2 end vi. 17), wos darived from rebbindesl souroes, and wes common to the
Grecke and Bomane, {onnectsd with this was the prevalent vetlon tlat evil
rpirita kave the powar of misng storms aml prodwilng pestilences, (. Eing
ofohm, W9} The criss, theo, seems to mock the avil splrits inbo whoss ale.
ment it I chlmd.

8. Guordioa dngels, The belled in the gusrdiszship of maz by angnls was
geoeral i the Middls Ages (v Aniony and Oleopatra, (i 8 Jelive Cmecr,
HL &) Thus Luther ssys : “Wa should be fu Zespalr 1f we saw for how
many sngels aus devil makes work todo.”  The guardian angel soeompe-
sied the soul tobeeven. (v. Homder, v. 2, and Littell's Léving 4pe, No. 1080, 1.)
Dogs bowl st the spproach of desth bockuss thay can sea the guarilan aogel
roady to bear away the soul of the departed. (v p. 89, nots.) The Church
proved the existence of tubelsr spirits by Ao xii, 16,



