ELEMENTS OF LOGICK; OR A
SUMMARY OF THE GENERAL
PRINCIPLES AND DIFFERENT
MODES OF REASONING



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649537051

Elements of Logick; Or A Summary of the General Principles and Different Modes of Reasoning
by Levi Hedge

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



LEVI HEDGE

ELEMENTS OF LOGICK; OR A
SUMMARY OF THE GENERAL
PRINCIPLES AND DIFFERENT
MODES OF REASONING

ﬁTrieste






ELEMENTS

LOGICK;

A BUMMARY OF THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES

AND DIFFERENT MODES

or

REASONING.

——
BY LEVI HEDGE, LL. D.

FLOFRISGE OF RATURLL BNLEGHON, WORLAL FAILSOFET; LAD CITIL POLITT,
N HANTiED THITERETT.

———

STEREOTYPE EDITION.

V)

Bopston :
PUBLISHED BY IILLIARD, GHAY & CO.

SRR AR -



' PREFACE

TO THE FIRST EDITION.

Mosr of the treatises of Logick in common use have
been formed on the model of the ancient systcms, and
wre encumbered with many scholastick subtilties and
unimportant distinctions. The instructions, which they
fornish on the subject of ratiocination, consist of very
little more than a description of the syllogism, and =
few genera) principles of demonstrative reasoding. They
contain no elements nor rules to assist us in ressoning
on subjeets of probability, or on the ordinary evenis of
human life. The manner, in which these books are writ-
ten, is ill adapted to the comprehension of young minds,
In explaining the operations of reasoning, many technical
terms and arbitery forms are employed, of which the
tendency is rather to embarrsss and perplex, than to in-
strmet the leamer.

Though much hge been written, of late years, on the
powem and operations of the mind, yet there have been
but few attempts to form & system of Logick for the use
of those, who are commencing the study. Collerd has
improved the syllogism, by simplifying its principles,
and divesting it of its ancient trappings of modes and
figures. Condillac has proved the importance of the
method of induction, by pointing out the manner, in
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which Natore teaches us to anslyze the objects, which
she presents to our cheervetion. In “An Essay on the
Elements, Principles, and different Modes of Resson-
ing,” by Richard Kirwan, LL. D. all the subjects, which
properly fall within the precincts of Logick, are amply
discussed. But this work is too minute and prolix to be
used as o text book in seminaries of education. Every
person, who is much conversant with this department of
knowledge, must have perceived the want of a treatise
of Logick, more elementary, and better accommodated to
" the present improved state of the philosophy of the mind,
than any of those, which are now in use.

The professed object of Logick is to furnish rules for
the directiop of the understanding in its verious inquoi-=
ries after knowledge. It should, therefore, teach the
prineiples of &very species of reasoning, which we have
oecasion to make use of, both in the pursuits of science,
and in the ordinary transactions of life. Demonstrative
reasoning can be employed only about genersl truths,
and such relations as are in their nature immutable.
It is of little use in regulating our judgmests and con-
clusions concerning events, which are irregular in their
occurrence, and which depend on contifigent ecircum-
stances. To reason on subjects of this kind, it is neces-
sary to understand the natore of moral evidence, and
the grounds of probability. It js by morsl evidence
elone, that we reason on historical facts, and the casual
occurrences of life. It is also this evidence, which influ-
ences our conclusions on the important and interesting
subjects of government, morals, sand religion.




PREFACE. v

Under these impressions; the writer of this compend
hes pursued the following plan. After passing through
the customary distinctions of terms and propositions, he
_has given » brief secount of moral evidence, and pointed
out the circumstances, which distinguish it from demon-
strative. A concise view is then given of the different
fnr,:lnfmmning,wiﬂi&epﬁnﬁiplﬂ,mwhichﬂmr
respectively proceed.

The books, which have been prineipally eonsulted in
forming this summary, and in which the greatest part
of the following principles may be found, are Watts’
Logick, Locke’s Esssy on the Understanding, Reid’s
Essays on the Intellectual Powers, Stewart's Elements
of the Philosophy of the Mind, Beattie’s Essay on Truth,
Tatham’s Chart and Beale of Truth, Collard’s Essentials
. of Logick, Kirwan's Logick, Campbell’s Philosophy of
Rhetorick, Gambier’s Intreduction to Morsl Evidence,
Belsham’s Compendium of Logick, end Scott’s Elements
of Intellectual Philosophy.

Where passages have been borrowed entire, l!:l'ﬂﬂl‘t]!
given in the usal way. At the close of the several
chapters may be found the names of those suthors, from
whom particelar assistance has been derived.

l'l






PREFACE

TO THE THIRD EDITION.

Tae present edition of the Elcments of
Logick is printed in a smaller type than either
of the preceding, in order that the copies
may be afforded at a reduced price. The
author has carefully revised the work, and
has enlarged it by the addition of a few pages,
containing some general principles and rules
respecting controversy, and also a system of
rules for the interpretation of written docu-
ments. These have been collected with care
from authors of high reputation, and, it is
hoped, will not be thought an unsuitable
appendage to a system of logick.” In a few
places, slight alterations have been made in
the language and in the arrangement ; and
some notes have been inserted at the end of
the book, which were not in the preceding
editions.

Harvard College, Nov. 1821.






