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TO THE

Wembers of the Westyrte Couyregniion, Wakeiely,

I rent impelled by o sense of Stness, a8 well as that of
duty and affection, to inscribe thess Leotures to you, my
Christian friends, to whom they wera at first presented
orally :—to soms of yon, as samnest and successful votaries
of Notural Science ; to mony, as proficients in Literature
and Art; toall, aa Rotional Ohristians, in whose free and
comprehonslve view of your Master's religion, the Gospel
is seen to be in beautiful harmony with ol the other good
gifts of Giod ta His creatures, and with the natural fhoultics,
duties and hopes of His human offspring.

Buch ne has been, thus far, the unyarying apirit of my
most honlthy and happy connection with you as your
Minister, may it be throughout !

WaxerrzLn, Feb, 1855,
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PREFACE.

It in my daily happiness, ae ome who holds a
rafiopal and free ftheology, to kmow and feel that
Revealed Religion hails, instead of deprecating, the
great discoveries of Beienae; in other words, that the
voiee of God in Creation harmonizes with that of His
Gospel,

1t is also, I grieve to say, my uniform cbeervation,
beyond the circle of avowed Unifarian Christinns,
that Boience and Theology are aecmstomed to look
upon each other with a greater or less degree of
jealongy snd suspicion j—the ecientific man seldom
daring fredly to avow the most religicus eonclusions
he draws from the study of Nature; the theologian
dabbling very cautivusly in the mere shallowa of
Beience, lest he should plunge wnswares into reli-
gious hercay.



il FREFACE.

Thae revival of the question of o Plorality of Worlds,
in the hands of two such men as Bir D. Brewster and
his snonymous, but well-known, opponent, has given
occasion to both of them to confess the *religious
difficulty” to which the passive, creed-hound theology
of their respective churches mbjects the man of sci-
ence; while the one of those distinguished men boldly
cites his erthodox theology in aid of his negative
opiniom g8 to the extent of n living Creation, and the
other, holding  Flurality of Worlds too dogmaticslly
for the free end candid epirit of Belence, is obliged
to sirain his orthodexy in o way that fow, probably,
will be found fully to approve,

T have read many notices of these two remarkable
books of the day, in the periodical Magazines and
BReviesrs, and have been grieved, rather than sur-
" prized, to find the ssme evasdon of the scentifio difi-
culty there, es in living evciety. WNof only those
organs of periodical Hterature which avowedly repre-
pant the orthodox theology, but alse those many
seientific und literary omes which dare not encounter
theclngieal suepicion, have eautionsly left untouched



