THE TREATISE OF
NOVATIAN, ON
THE TRINITY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649745050

The treatise of Novatian, On the Trinity by Herbert Moore

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



HERBERT MOORE

THE TREATISE OF
NOVATIAN, ON
THE TRINITY

ﬁTrieste






24 TRANSIATIONS OF CHRISTIANE:
LITERATURE . SERIESII  |¥

LATIN TEXTS

THE TREXTISE |}
OF NOVATIAN [k
ON THE TRINITY |

il SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING
CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. London |Q§
The Macmillan Cnmiman [I.va‘rﬁrk

1919




CHAFE,

L1,
-
V.

Vi

v,

IX.

X1

Xl

XL

Xiv.,

XV,

CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION . . - v .

PART L—0OF GOI) THE FATHER

GOTy THE CREATOR ' -

THE INFINITY OF GOD » . .
SOME SCRIPTURAL DESCREIFTIONS OF GOD
GO 18 G0N, CHANGELESS,  SUPREME,

ONE, NAMELESS : . -
GO 15 TNQORRUPTIELE, IN SPITE OF
CERTAIN SCKIFTURE EXPRESSIONS -

IHE ANTHREOPOMORFHIC LANCUAGE OF

SCRIFTURE F : . . 3
THE TERM “sriiiT ™ A5 APPLIED TO GO,
THRE MAJESTY AND PROVIRENCE OF COD

FPART IL—0OF GOD THE S0ON

THE S0ON PROMISED IN THE OLD TESTa-
MENT AND RHEVEALEIX IN THIE NEW .

THE HMETIC CHRIST . . .

CHERIST: THE 50N OF GO, AN THE S0N
OF AFAN . . . - . .

OLDY TESTAMENT PROOGFS OF THE DIVINITY
l'}il-' CHREIST . - . . .

NEW TESTAMENT PROOFS OF THE DIVINITY
OF CHRIFT . . f . -

FURTHER SCRIPTUUEE TPROOFS OF THE
DIVINITY OF CHERIST -

FURTHER SCRIPTURE PROOFS OF CHRIST'S
LEVINITY, CONSIDERED AT GREATER

LENGTH . . . a . .
v

FaGH

21

25
ak

35

i
40
42

45
48

56

Ho

67



i
CHA P,

XV

VI
VI

RiX.

HX.

AL

XTI

XTI

XTIV,

XXV,

XXVL

KXVIL,

XEVIne,

PART TIT1,

XH1x.

CONTENTS

FURTHER SCRITTURE PROOFS OF THE

DHMVINITY OF CHRIST . . .
THE TESTIMONY OF MOSES . - .
FURTHER TESTIMONY OF MOSES: " THE

ANGET ™ " . :

OTHER APPEARANCES OF “THE ANGEL ™

THE NAME OF GO 15 GRANTED TO

ANGELS AND TO MEN ' - .
THE TLANCUACE OF THE GOSPELS AND
EPISTLIES i ¥ B . +
ST, PAUL'S LANGUAGH IN PHILIPFIANS 11
EXAMINHL . . . = -
WERESY TTSELF A PROOF OF THE DMYINITY
OF CHRIST " 0 P i "

HERETICAL VIEWS ExamiwkD :
CIHRIST'S DEATH WO DISPROOF OF HIS

CODHEAD i i ¥ i
THE HNERETICAL YIEW THAT CHREIST I5
GO THE FATHER . . ;
IN WHAT S3ENSE CHRIST AND THE FATHEE
ARE “oNE" . . . .
SEFEINC THE FATHER IN CHRIST . 5

THE TUNITY AND THE WORK OF THE
HOLY SPIEIT . . = A .

I'ART IV.—OF THE UNITY OF THE

LXX.

XAXL

GODHEALD

THE CGODHEAD OF CHRIST DOES NOT
IMPATR THIE UNITY OF THE GODHEAL

CONCLUSHON . . . &
INDEX OF SURECTS . .
INDEX OF TEXTS . . . B

OF GO THE HOLY SPIRIT

PALGE

7z
77

Bo
8y

g2
94
4o

'Iﬂ-3
105

109

115
114

124

[5ﬂ-
134
141
145



THE TREATISE OF NOVATIAN
“ON THE TRINITY"™

INTRODUCTION

1. Norafion and fhe Novafianists

Novarian {called by Greek writers, who do not dis
!.ing'u{ﬁh iim  from Novidus of 'C,'aﬂhagl:, Moot rng,
Navarns, OF Noddres) was a presbyter of the Roman
Church in the nnddle of the third century.! e had
been trained in the Stoic philosophy, and was appar-
ently not converted until he reached manhood. 1t
was said in disparagement of him that he had been
baptized on a sick bed and had not, at least on that
occasion, been confirmed. As a leading presbyter at
Rome he enjoyed a great reputation. Pope Cornelius
speaks of him as “this remarkable man,” “this most
illustrious man.”

In the ycar a.n. 230, Fabian, the Bishop of Rome,
was martyred ; for natural reasons of prudence, the Bee
was not fAlled for fifteen months, its affairs being
managed by the ffty-three clergy of Rome. Among
these, Novatian’s abilities had won him such a high
position, that he was appointed to issue letters in their
name, and seemed likely to be the next bishop,  But the
choice of the clergy fell upon Comelius, Hereupon,

I This account 1= drawn from Corpelivg's letler in Euos, 57
ok, wic a3 Socr. Aisr. Eeell v, 2%, amd L"_].'!Jriall':n letters aluwouat
Novatian,



8 ON THE TRINITY

a strong minerity persuaded Nowatian to accept conse-
cration, from three ltalian- bishops, as a rival bishop;
the question dividing the two parties being one which
involved the whole disciplinary powers of the Church—
“the power of the keys."” |

As the Church is a great society, it has the right to
expel any members who break its rules of conduct or
of faith, and also to readmit them on its conditions
of repentance and amendment being  fulfilled ; this
power it exercizes through its officers, the bishops and
priests,  Excommunicated persons had long  before
Wovatian's time been so readmitted, at least when at
the point of death, and the minciple was gradually
widened, so that even those who had heen grievous
sinners, and were in no danger of death, could apain
enjoy Church privileges; while the power of granting
readrmissin was oxtended o ¥ Conlessors "—ihose whao
had stood firm for Christ during persecution.! But
there always was a strong body of opinion in the Church
that grievous sing, including apostasy from the faith, could
not he absolved, but must be left to God’s tncovenanied
mercies, = e

Now in the persecution which began under Decius,
many had ¢scaped martyrdom by oflering incense 1o
the heathen gods or swrrendering their sacred books,
and when it ceased desired to be accepted agamn as
Church members, offering to do penance or obtaining
letters from Confessors.  Cyprian of Carthage, the ablest
bishop of the time, at first held that the Church could
not readmit such persons, though he himself had
avoided martyrdom by flight ; but afterwards he adopted

T A moriyr would leave hehind a letter interceding for some one,
to which weight would naturally be attached. The feasors, who
were willing to die thongh the supreme sacrifice had not been
demanded of them, claimed the privileges of martyrs,
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the milder view. To exclude men for ever from the
Church, he said, means to anticipate God’s judgment
and deny His mercy. Let the lapsed or sinful Christian
be absolved, and readmitted after due penance, leaving
it to God 1o rectify any mistake. The tares must ever
be mingled with the wheat.

Nay, said Novatian’s party. The Church is 2 body,
of saints, and saints only. The admission of a sinner
defiles her and spreads contagion. To keep her pure,
grievous sinners must be permanently excluded; the
few must suffer for the good of the many.

Thus Novatian adopted an impossible ideal of a
perfectly pure Church, and his sect recaived the name
Cathari, or Puritans: and ke modern Puritans, who
have left the Church as falling short of their wdeal of
a communily composed only of holy persons, they took
a severe view of what constitutes sinfulness, condemning®
many things which the Chorch regarded as being in-
evitable and innocent MCﬂﬂl_a:inlcllli of our life on
carth, = ——

This was in et due to the inllpence of the African
writer Tertullian. The charactenistic of the Alrican
Church was a certain gloomy severity ; Tertullian’s legal
training had predisposed him in this direction, and he
used his great powers of argument, sarcasm and in-
vective, to urge his views. Novatian's writings, in style,
doctrine and general view of the meaning of Christianity,
show him to have been a great admirer of Tertullian ; and
as in all parts of the Christian world there were many
who held his views of a perfectly pure Church, his sect
made rapid headway. He was excommunicated by a
synod of bishops, but the Cathan maintained that they,
and not the others, were the true, the pure Church,
They continued to exist under their own bishops for
some three hundred and fifty years, and then passed
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away. The sect was especially strong in Phrygia.
Nothing is known of Novatian's later hife; he 15 said
to have suffered martyrdom under Valerian in 257.

11. Literary Actipily

Novatian, according to Jerome (De Fir. IMluste. 5a)
“wrote, On the Passover, On the Sabbath, On Circumeision,
On the Priesthood, On Prayer, On the Food of the [ewos,
On Zeal, O Aliglus, and many others, especially a great
volume, On fhe Trintfy, a sort of epitome of the work of
Tertullian, which many mistakenly ascribe to Cyprian.”
Jerome also speaks of a collection of Novatian's letters
(Ep. % 3} Novatian addressed circular letlers to the
Chureh on subjects connected with his schism, and two
of his letters appear among Cyprian’s {xod. and xoxxv.),
T'he: preservation of a hercssarch’s writings s due Lo their
inclusion among the writings of Tertullian and Cyprian.
e Cibis Judaiciy and e Tringtate were ascribed to
Tertullian, and some of the Cyprianic collection are
now belieyved to have been written by Novatian, espe-
cially De bowo Pudicitice and De Spectaculiz. The dates
ol his treatises are unknown, but e Tromiale was
prabably written well before 250, and was the cause of

hiz high reputation. I ’-.‘-'____,_,_._._J

IT1. D Trimataie

It 13 hard to believe that the author of the treatise
On the Trindly was simply an ambitious schemer, who
adopted a popular theory to secure his own advance-
ment.  We may give him credit for having acted from
the same zeal for the good of the Church and the glory
of God which had led him previously to use his great
abilities as a writer to explain the Catholic faith, his
devotion to which was perfectly sincere. Religious
specalations, some wild and  fanciful, others deeply



