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TO THE READER.

Ix respecifnl response to the often-cx-
pressed desive of the pablie, to have the
information respecting Shakers and Shal-
orism, thut is now spread throngh some
five or six volnmes, concentrated in o Com-
pendium, this work has buen prepared hy
the anthor and eompiler, in union with,
and atded by, his Gospel friends.

It being, as stated in all previous pub-
lications by the Society, the settled faith
of the Church, from the beginuing, that
its foundation was Divine REVELATION
and that the records of past Dispensations,
and their revelations, can be understood
and interpreted aright only by means of a



iv TO THE LEATEE.

prresent living revelation ; we therefore feel
ouraclves mntrammeled by the leffer of
yesterday, and write and express our views
in secordance with the inereasing light of
lo-day, as we hope and trost, subject (o the
dictates of “the Comforter) or “Spirt
of Truth,” dwelling and abiding in the
(hurch, which is gradually, but surely and
safely, leading it ito the knowledge of
Gall teuth)?  For “in Christ are hid” as
we Tilly believe, “all the treasnves of wis-
dorn aad knowledge.”

i, T, FVANS,
CATVTN GLEER, - Commilies of Bevison.
GITES AV,
usgest, 1855,



INTRODUCTION,

Tue United Sociely of Belicvers in Christ's
Soeond Appearing, at thiz day, stand beforo the
public in & very different attitndo from what they
have evor doma at the time of Issuing any of their
previous publications,

Many of the most ohnoxions features of the Ho-
ciety—such a5 drew down upon it the opposition
und gecret or open persecution, particnlarly of re.
ligirns professora—~are now bocowing the popular
views of the times, st least of all the progressive
minds of the age. '

Again,  The ignorant or willful misconecptions
of what were the actual doctrines, principles, and
faith of the Socicty, are being corrected ; and the
false judgings of certain discrepancies existing he-
tween the profession snd practics of the people,
are slmost entirely removed from the public mind.
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L | . INTROTUCTEOR.

It 18 mo longer Delieved that Ann Lee was o
“apifeh,” hecanse she was known to possess super-
natnral powers ; or that the Shakers think her to
be gomething more than hnmean—egual to Christ s
or that they worship Ler, eto., ete.

It iz now generally known, that we do not eon-
demm the Marriage institution, in it= cwn erder,
and when governod by its frue Jaws ; but simply
hold that it is not o Chelstion institution.

The wonderful and almost incredible openings
of light and trath pertaining to this and the extor-
nal spiritusl world, and which addresa themaelves
almozt exclusively to the extornal wan, by sspswons
facts and physieal demonstrations, sud whish, in
Tormer times and other ages, were suppressod and
eondemned, a5 the effect of nnlawiul communings
with the powers of davkmess, sre now being re-
eeived with jov and gladness by thousands of por-
song, ug proof of o Llegraphic commmaication
cstablished Detween the two worlds; and no mare
to Le disputed or doubted than is the oxistence
of that marvelous submarine felegraphic cobls that
connects the Eaztern and Western continenis,

In all theso advaneez of the hwmasu mind in
knowledge relating to the mandane and sapermun-
dane planes, we find cauze for hope and enconrage-
ment that the time iz drowing nigh when the



INTREODTCTION. vii

intorior and truly spirituad powers of the souls of
our fellow-creatnres will he awnkened as from a
lomg might of slowber, snd whon human Aogrds
will be tonched with the five of convietion fur sin,
from the alter of religiows frudh, guickening them
into that affection for cach other thet shall barn up
selfishness, and deaw them, ag with strong covds of
love, into communities of brotherheood and aister-
hieod, not ouly under s Christian proression, hut
also ints o Chyistian praclice—a CrmrsTriay
Crvnco. _

Al drwth,y being primavily of Divine origin, is
fis food for Luman sowls when *F vightlv divided?
and properly nacd.  The observation of nataral
fuets and phenomena on the carth plane, and the
orderly arrangement of such fucts, topeilier with
the sciontific dedustion of general principles theve-
from, which ean e applicd o the uge and henefit
of manlind, are, in their pluce and order, right
and good.

With such knowledge we have no war s Tor © we
can do mothing opainst the teath, but for the
truth”? All truth, when wnadulternted with hu-
man pride and self, s o wndd. And frue eurihly
knowledge, talenis, and capacities hear the same
relation to the Divine revelation of spiritmal good
and truth that the vessels which the widow bor-



