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A» INTRODUCTION
By MR MANSFIELD
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ENRY V. can hardly be termed a play
PU| —it is rather an Epic—or a chronicle,
’: Y in a series of stirring scenes, of the in-
vasion of France by the King of Eng-
“$1 land and the wooing and betrothal of
& :ﬁeﬂh&u Katherine. » As the faﬁer&

sode enly eccupies ‘a portion of

ﬁ: act, the wr?my f:@z}i to be
lacking in what #s technically termed
“ love interest”  But, on the other hand, the inducements
that led me to produce Henry V. were a consideration
of its a’amf}k_;& and ;fm‘rffemm (5o diametrically g-’e ﬂ‘m

to many o ormances now current ) ; 7
of its Iaugmgfr the breadth and power of which is not
egualled by any living poet ; the lesson it teaches of God-
liness, homour, loyalty, courage, cheerfulness and perse
verance ; its bengficial influence wpon young and old ; the
apportunity it affords for a pictorial representation of the
costumes and armour, manners and customs, of that inter-
esting pertod, and perhaps a desire to prove that the
American stage is, even under difficulties, quite able to
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