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PREFATORY EREMAREKS,
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Awermwa is, unquestivnably, one of the most ancient arts or
amusements of which we have any record, It is menfionsed in
the books of the 0id Testament, It is engraved on Egyptian
remaing of thres thousand years old; and, in the motuments
from Nineveh, recently deposited in the Dritish Mussom, we
have a cepresentation, alnost o8 lavge a3 life, of & man sngling,
with a rod and line, and with a fshing-trecl on his shoulders,
precisely similar in shape to those we use in Grest Hritain at
the present day. The ert is mentioned by Herodotus, one of
the earliest Greek historians ; and Theocritus, a Grecian ang-
lar, who Sourished B.C. 270, treats of his favourite sport in a
poem of oomsiderable lemgth. The Romans fished with net
and hook, s we do at presemt; and & caricature of angling
has been found among the remains of the City of Hercula-
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From the Christian era to the discovery of printing, thers
were meny works writien on the piscatory sri; most of them
have, however, baen lost, or are now monldering in manuseript
in the chief poblic libraries of France, Italy, Spain, Holland,
and other northern countries of Evrope. Sinee the establish-
ment of printing to the present day, thare have not heen fewer
than from five to six hundred worke written on the art, in the
paveril kingdoms of the European Continent; more than one-
half of the number belonging to the English literature on tha
enhjeat,

But our own nation haw faken s decided lead, from the car-
Liest times, in dismeminating & knowledge of rod-fishing in
every quarter of the globe. There is searcoly o seetion of its
surface, on which & Briton has sst his foot, where the art is
not kmown. There are angling clube or societies in gvery
eountry of Europe. The art is practiscd in all our extensive
Indian territories; thronghont the cclomy of the Cape of
God Hope; in variouns porifons of Australin; and im the
Canadas, In all the United Bistes of America,—particularly
in those of New England,—rod-fishing is geserally followed
af an amusement, and has been sloquently written about, &s is
manifest from the treatises and oeeasional papers on the sab-
joct, which have issued from the pens of Washington Trving,
Dr. Smith, Dr. Beecher, and the late Hon. Daniel Webstor.
We see from the American newspapers that angling secieties
are formed in districts that lie & thowsand miles west of the
eity of New York, In fact, the Aoglo-Saxon race are destined
to make angling 4 eommon and rational reercation all over the
world, In their diversified migrations, o fishing-rod is now
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almost 53 necessary an appindage o their outdt as the rifle or
the pistol.

A# a proof of the wast incrosse in the number of anglars,
both in this and other countries, we may refor to the foet, that
forty years ago, thero were not more thaw sir or seren Eshing-
rod and tackle-makers snd sellors in the metropolis; mesr,
there are between forfy and ifty ; and no small portion of the
buxiness of thess ostablishments, is the exportation of rods and
tackls to almost every part of the civilized world.

In reforence to the presemt small work, on the Rivers and
Lochs of Bcolland, now offered to the public, I have little to
say; nwr is there much required. T have told my own story,
I hope in plain and simple langusge, and in my own fashion.
T hold the opinion that anpling should be lightly treated, and
that nothing tends to depress the art, and meke it a dull and
lifeloss thing to be written about, than the practice of compil-
ing treatises upon it, liks Parlismentary Blus Books, full of
statistical and foreign matters, not jo fair keeping with the
end or objeet of rod-fishing. Thot end is chicfly to open out
nnd stimulnts tho contemplutive and reflective powers of the
inward man; and to make him feel the delightful pleasures
flowing from e free and direet intercourse with externel ne-
ture. Daless this grand ond be kept in view, and all our
written dissertations upon it have & referpmer to it, ungling is
not worth & moment’s consideration. The moral and thought-
ful babits cught to be the primary objcets we nim ot forming
and strepgihening, in every mode of deseribing and rocom-
mending the art.  Besides, minute matters of dotail ean bo of
no reul sorvice in the acquirement of the art.  No man can he




