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INTEODUCTION

May I ask you to close your eyes for a mo-
ment and conjure up the picture that is filed
away in your mind onder the heading, ‘‘de-
tective’{

There! You bave him. He iz a large man
of middle age. His tendency is toward stout-
ness. The firet detail of him that stands out
in your conception is hig shoes. In storier you
have read, plays you have peen, the defective
has had square-toed shoes. You noticed his
shoes that time when the house was robbed and
" a plain clothes man came out and snooped
about.

Thege gshoes are a survival of the days when
the detective walked his beat; for the gleuth, of
course, is a graduate policeman. He must
have been a large man to have been a police-
man, and he mmst have attained some age to
have passed through the grades. Such men as
he always put on flesh with age. Your man
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perspires freely, breathes heavily, moves with
deliberation. The police detective can be rec-
ognized a block away.

Or, perhaps, you have the best aceredited
fiction idea of the unraveler of mysteries.
This creation is a tall, ecadaverons individual,
who gits on the small of hig back in a morris-
chair and smokea a pipe. From & leaf torm
from last year’s almanae, in an East Side gar-
ret, he draws the coneclusion that the perpe-
trator of a Black Hand ontrage in Xenia, Ohio,
i8 a pock-marked Hungarian now floating down
the Mississippi on a scow; he radiographs with
the aid of a weird inatrament at his elbow and
apprehends the fugitive.

Of these two eonceptionsa of detectives it may
be said that the first is quite eorrect: that the
graduate policeman is abroad in the land, lum-
bering along on the trail of its criminals and
ocecasionally catching one of them. His assign-
ment to this task is, obviomsly, a bit like
thrusting the work of a fox upon a ponderous
elephant. The police departments, however,
are practically the only training schools for de-
tectives and it is but natural that they should
be drawn npon.




