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PREFACE.

Tur aim of the present work is to furnish the clas-
sical student such material as will enable him to appre-
ciate the fascinating narrative of Herodotus respecting
the nations of Western Asia.

Herodotus has been criticised unjustly, we think, by
some modern scholars. A well-known Assyriclogist
has even gone so far as to call Herodotus a mere
Aoydwows, who * pilfered freely and without acknowl-
edgment,” who “assumed a knowledge he did not
possess,” who “professed to derive information from
personal experience and eyewitnesses which really
came from the very soorces he seeks to disparage and
supersede,” and who “lays claim to extensive travels
which are ss mythical as those of the early philoso-
phers,” Such extreme views are a3 harmful as they
are unfair. While we do not profess to claim for He-
rodotus absolute historical accuracy, yet we mre con-
vinced that recent investigations in the native literature
of the Eastern nations have confirmed the trustworthi-

ness of many statements which were formerly regard-
&)
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ed as absurd, and have established on a firmer basis
the reputation of the great historian.

1f this volume can add to the charm of the simple
style of Herodotus mn appreciation of the historical
value of his statements, the purpose of the editors will
be fulfilled, Hereert CusHing ToLmaxw,

James Henry STeEvENsON.

Drecember 24, 1858,
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