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PREFACE.,

e ——

TuE Tractatus de fntellectus Emendatione, written
probably before Spinoza was thirty years old, is so
important not only historically, as showing how
gradually and consecutively what he had to tell the
world was revealed to him, but for its own intrinsic
worth, that no excusc is necessary for the attempt
to translate and explain it.

It was first published in the Opera Fosthuma in
16547, but we do not know what MS. the editors
had before them. They describe it in the general
preface as “ one of the earlier works of our Philoso-
pher, as the style and thoughts both testify.”®
Prefixed to the Treatise there is also a * Notice to
the Reader,” to the following effect :—

""The Treatise concerning the Amendment of
the Intellect, which we here present to you, kind
reader, incomplete, was written many years ago by

* We know that it was written in Latin, for the Preface to the
in Latin with the exception of a few letters.  (See also Bruder,

vol. 1. p. xxiv.)
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vi PREFACE,

the author. He always had it in his mind to finish
it. Hindered, however, by other work, and at
length snatched away by death, he could not bring
it to the desired conclusion. Since, however, it
contains much that is remarkable and useful, which,
we do not doubt, will be not a little profitable to
the sincere inguirer after truth, we were unwilling
to deprive you of it. In order, further, that you
may not be disinclined to pardon much obscurity,
and even ruggedness and want of polish which here
and there appear in it, we have desired also to warn
you of these, that you might not be unprepared.
Farewell.” )

In a letter from Spinoza to Oldenburg, undated,
but in reply to one from Oldenburg, dated October,
1661, Spinoza says: " As to your new question, in
what maaner things began to be, and what 15 the
bond of dependence between them and the first
cause ; on this subject, and also concerning the
emendation of the Intellect, I have written a com-
plete lLittle Treatise, and am at present busy in
copying and correcting it. But sometimes I stay
my hand, for as yet [ cannot make up my mind
about publishing the work. I fear lest the theo-
logians of our day, with their customary rancour,
should attack me, who have such an utter horror of
quarrels. On this point I will lock for your advice,
and in order that you may know what is contained
in this work of mine, which may serve for a
stumbling-block to these raisers of tumults, I tell
you that many attributes which by these theo-
logians and by all—at least who are known to me












