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INTRODUCTION,

Who the authors of these Tales were is unknown.
It is generally accepted that what we now possess
15 the growth of family or teibal histories, which,
from being transmitted down, from generation to
greneration, give us fair acconnts of aetual events
The Tales that are here given ave ouly a few out
of very many hurndreds embedded in the vast
quantity of Old Gaelic manuseapes hidden away
in the libraries of nearly all the ecountries of
Europe, as well as those that are treasured in the
Royal Irish Aeademy and Trinigy College, Dublin,
An idea of the extent of these manuseripts may be
gained by the statement of one, who perhaps lad
the fullest knowledge of them—ithe late Professor
O'Curry,—in which he aays that the portion of them
(80 far as they have been examined} relating to His-
torieal Tales would extend to upwards of 4000 pages
of large size. This preat mass is nearly all untrans-
lated, but all the Tales that are piven in this velume
have already appeared in English, either in TTe
Publications of the Society for the Preservation
of the lrish Languoge; the poetical versions of The
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v A LAND OF HEROES

Faray of Queen Meove, by Aubrey de Vere: Deirdré,
by D Bobert Joyee: e Lajs of the Western (fael,
and The Lays of the Hed Braneh, by Sir Samuel
Ferguson; or in the prose eolleetion by Dr. P. W,
Jovee, entitled Ol Celtie Romenees; and the con-
tritutions to Atffantis, and The Lectures on the
Munuseript Materials of Ancient frish [hstory,
by Professor O'Curry.

These translations or compositions, however, are,
besides being lengthy, suited rather for mature
minds; the present telling of the Tales is intended
to reach the level of ehildven, in the hope that a
maore [ively interest may be taken by these readers
in the historie events and ploces of Iveland.  With
this view the Tales, drawn from difforent sources,
have been placed in something of ehronologieal order,
and an English dress has been given to the Irish
names, The deterrent effect of the appearance of
Irish words on purely English renders is well
known, even withont the stranceness of the Celtic
element, whieh is referred to by D, Douglas Hyde
in his Steteh of Eerly Gaelic Liferature, where he
says: “The moment the Enghlish reader embarks
on the sea of native Irish literature lie finds himsel £
in absolutely unknown waters,  Its allusions ave to
things and times and events and cyeles and dynas-
ties, strange and enknown to him, and he thus finds
himself suddenly launched into a new world, whose
existence was by him perfeetly unsuspeeted.” And,
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in estimating the value of these Tales, Dr, Hyde may
be again quoted: “ We find in our most ancient
Tales & genuine picture of Pagan life in Europe
for which we lock in vain elsewhers, and, through
this early Irish peep-hole, we get o vivid pieture
of the life and manners of the (Celtic) race in one
of its strongholds, from which we may eonjecture,
and even assume, a good deal with regard to the
others”,

“Foreigners”, says Mr. Standish O'Grady in his
Early Bardic Literatuire, “ are surprised to find the
Irish elaim for their own eountry an antiquity and
a history prier to that of the neighbouring eountries.
Here lies the explanation. Theve is not a conspieu-
ous sepulehral monument in Iveland the traditional
history of whieh is not recorded In ocur ancient
literature, and of the heroes in whose honour they
were raised. In the rest of Europe there is not a
single barrow, dolmen, or cist of which the ancient
traditional history is recorded; in Ireland there is
hardly one of which it is not.”

With reference to the nmount of eredence to be
placed in the “ Histoxie Tales”, Professor (F'Curry,
in his Lectures on the Manuseripgt Materials of
Ancient Ivish History, says thot —* Under the
ancient laws of Erin an obligation was imposed
upon eertain high officers to make and preserve
regular records of the history of the country. The
duty of the Ollavs was, however, a good deal more



vi A LAND OF HERDES,

extensive than this, for they were hound, by the
samie laws, to make themselves perfect masters of
that history in all its details, and to teach it to the
people by publie recitals, as well as to be the legal
referees upon all suhjects in dispute concerning
history and the genealogies {and you will bear in
mind that the preservation of the rights of pro-
perty of individuals intimately depended on the
aceuraey of that history and of these genealogies).
The laws provided strictly for the education of the
Ollav (and no one eowdd be a Brehon or Judge that
had not attained the degree of an Ollay), and they
conferred on him valuable endowments and most
important privileges, all which he torfeited for hie
if hie became gnilty of Falsifying the history of any
fact or the genealogy of any family.”

“The eduestion of the Ollay waa long and minute.
It extended over a space of twelve years of hard
work, and it appears that he was bound (even from
the very first eourse of his professional studies),
among other duties, to have the Historie Stories;
and these are classed with the gencalogics and syn-
chronisms of history, in which he was to preserve
the truth of history pure and unlroken to sneceed-
ing generations. Aceording to several of the most
ancient authorities, the Ollav, or perfect Doctor,
was bound to have (for recital at the puhlic feasts
and assemblies)at least seven fifties of these historie
narratives, It is thus perfectly clear that the com-



