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WHAT IS PRESBYTERIANISN?

Dretnres :—We are assembled this
evening as a Preshyterian Historieal
Society. It has eccurred to me that it
would not le inappropriate to dizcuss
the question, What iz Preshyterianizm?
You will not expeet from me an ora-
tion. My object is neither conviction
nor persnasion; but exposition. I pro-
pose to oecupy the honrd devoted to this
address in an attempt to unfold the
prineiples of that svstem of Chureh
polity which we, as Presbyteriang, hold
to be laid down in the word of God.

Setting  asule  Erastianizm, which
teaches that the Church 18 only one
form of the State; and Cuakerisni,

which does not provide for the external
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4 WHAT I8 PRESBYTERIANISM T

organization of the Cliurel, there are
only four radically difftrent theories on
the sabject of Chiureh Polity,

1. The Popish theory, which assumes
that Christ, the Apostles and beliovers,
constituted the Chorelr while our Sa-
viour was on earth, and this orcaniza-
tion was desizned to be  perpetual,
Afrer the azecnzion of onr Lord, Peter
hecame his Viear, and took lis place as
the visible head of the Chuveh.  This
primacy of Ieter, ns the universal
Bishop, 1#2 continued in hiz successors,
the Bishope of Rome; and the apostle-
ghip is perpetnated in the order of Pre-
lates.  As in the Prumtive Chuoreh, no
one conld be an apostle who was not
suliject to Christ, 20 now ne one can he
a DPrelate who @ not aulject to the
Pope.  And a= then no one could be a
Christian who was not auljeet to Cliyist
and the apostles, so now no one can be
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a Christian who 1# pot subjeet to the
Pope and the Prelates, This is the
Eomish theory of the Chureh, A Viear
of Christ, a perpetual College of apos-
tles, and tha people salyject to their in-
{allible control,

2. The Prelatical theory nssumes the
perpetuity of the apostleship as the co-
verning power in the Church, which
therefore consists of those who profess
the trne veligion, and are subjeet to apos-
tle-bishops. This is the Anglican or
High-Chureh form of this theory. In
its Low-Church form, the Drelatical
theory simply teachies that there was
originally o three-[old crder in the min-
istry, and that theve should be now.
Dur it does not afinn that mode of or-
ganization to be essential.

3. The Independent or Congreca-
tional theory includes two principles;

first, that the governiug and execotive
1*
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6 WHAT IS PRESEYTERIANISM ?

power 1o the Chureh 1s 10 the brother-
hood ; and secondly, that the Church
orcanization 1s complete in each wor-
elupping azzembly, whicl 1s independent
of every other.

4. The fourth theory iz the Preshyte-
rian, which it is our present business to
attemipt to unfold.  The three great ne-
gations of Presbyterianism—that is, the
three great ervors which it denies are—
1. That all elinreh power vests in the
clergy. 2. That the apestolic office 15
perpetnal, 8, That each individual
Christian congrepation is independent.
The aflirmative statement of these prio-
ciples is—1. That the people have a
right to o substantive part in the go-
vernment of the Churel, 2.0 That
presbyters, who minizter in word and
doetrine, are the lighest povennoout
oflicers of the Churel, and all belong to
the sune order. 3. That the ontward

Yo heimanenl
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and wvisible Church 13, or should be,
ong, in the senze that a smaller part 1=
subject to a larger, and a larger to the
whole. It i1s not Lhiolding one of these
principles that makes n man a Preshy-
terian, but his holding them all.

1. The first of these principles re-
lates to the power and richts of the
people.  As to the nature of Church
power, it is to be remembered that the
Chureh i= a theocracy. Jesus Christ s
its head. Al power 15 derived from
lim.  His word s our written constitu-
tion, All Church power 1z, therefore,
properly ministerial and adminstrative,
Evervthing 15 to be done in the name
of Clirist, and in accordance with his
directions.  The Churels, however, 13 a
zelfLooverning society, distinet from the
State, having its officers and laws, and,
thereiore, an administrative govern-
ment of its own, The power of the
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Churcli relates, 1. To matters of doe-
trine. £he has the right to set forth a
public declaration of the truths which
she believes, and which are to be aec-
knowledged by all who enter Ler com-
munton.  That 1s, she has the right to
[rame creeds or confessionz of faith, as
her testimony for the trath, and her
protest against error. And as she has
been commissioned to teach all natious,
she has the vight of sclecting teachers,
of judging of therr fitness, of ordaining
and sending them lorth mto the field,
and of rveealling and deposing them
when unfaithful. 2. The Chureh has
power to zet down rules for the ovder-
ing of public worship. 3. She las
power to make rules for her own go-
vernment ; #uch as every Churveh lias
in its Book of Discipline, Constitution,
or Canons, &e. 4. She has power to
receive into fellowship, and to exclude



