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PRETACE.

Trs volume is published with the hope of supplying
a want often expressed for some seaside hook of a popu-
lar character, deseribing the marine animals commen to
our shores. There are many English hooks of this kind ;
but they relate chiefly to the animals of Great Dritain,
and can only have a goneral bearing on those of our own
coast, which are for the most part specifically different
from their European relatives. While keeping this ob-
jeet in view, an a.t-tempt has also bheen made to present
the facts in such a connection, with rveference to prin-
ciples of science and to classification, as will give it in
gome sort the character of a manual of Natural History,
in the hope of making it useful not only to the general
reader, but also to teachers and to persons desirous of
obtaining a more intimate knowledge of the subjects
disenssed in it. With this purpose, although nearly all
the illustrations are taken from among the most com-
mon inhabitants of our bay, a few have been added
from other localities in order to fill ont this hittle sketch
of Radiates, and render it, as far as iz possible within
such limits, a complete picture of the type.



vi PREFACE,

A few words of explanation are necessary with ref
erence to the joint authorship of the hook. The draw-
ings and the investigations, where they are not referred
to other observers, have been made by Mr A, Acassiz,
the illustrations having been taken, with very few ex-
ceptions, from nature, in order to vepresent the animals,
as far as possible, in their natural attitudes; and the
text has heen written by Mes. L. Acassiz, with the
assistance of Mn. Agassiz's notes and explanations,

CaMprripGE, May, 1805
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