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INTRODUCTORY NOTE,

This little volume deals with o subjeet fo whick
the mase of British electors have probably given
lesa atéention than ¢t deserves. We have a mulli-
tude of anxielics af fome. Life 43 havrdly long
enough o master the complicated problems of
domestic reform. No wonder that so many furn
away from @ study of the fedicus Blue Books
which show how our veprosentadives fen or fwelve
thousand miles away hove mis-managed our
interests and those of ihe dependency they are
appointed to govern,

Yet 1t ds dmperalive that publie ovénion in
this country showld de divected fo suljeclts of
this Kind, Nearly oll the wars in which we
have been engaged during $le last ninsfy years
have arisen from fhe suppossd necessities, not
of the United Kingdom tfs:lf, but of the British
dominions  or  dependencize begond iz seas.
They offen begin tn comparalively lrifling dis-
-pufes, Husty or ambitione  Proconsuls are
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allowed o adopt a peremplory fone without a
sufficient appreciation af home either of the
real cange of guarrel or of the danger involved
in precipilate aclion. Before the irue sifualion
i grosped in Englend, « slep hav been faken
Jrom which &t i diffienll fo receds, or a
pretension advanced which a false pride declines
to withdraw. Thus the country finds ifself
committed lo enferprises whick sometimes lead
fo enormous expenditure and loss of life, or {0
unnecessary complications with Foreign Powers.
Our national debi and our vast milifary and
naval expenditure bear ologuent festimony fo
the mischicvous zeal of DBrilish representatives
thousands of miles from our shores, lo the
weaknese or unwisdoms of Ministers who ought
to cheok them, and fhe culpable apatly of
public opinion. The Crimean war, the war in
Afghanistan in 1878, und the South Africon
war, ought lo have taught us ail a lesson.

My. Seolt has done a public service by pre-
senfing in a succinet forin the salient fealures of
the Tidet affwir. The work i3 done skilfully and
conzcieniiously. JIi brings out the flimay prefexis
Jor quarrel, the veded ambition of the Indian
Governinent o secure @ political foothold at



Tniroduciory Note. b

Lhasa, the deplorable slaughter, the inabilily of
a weak Minisler $n London fo conirol his sub-
ordinates in Indiz, and the fulilily of the entire
Proceedings for any practical purpors. It is not
necessary that readers should agree in every point
with Mr. Scolt. They can hardly fail {o agree
in his main conclusions if they approach the
subject without preposscssion,

The aggresaive folly which led fo the fruitless
wvasion of Tibef may, 1f unrestrained in the
Juture, lead fo enterprises that will involve the
whols Empire in war,

R T. REID,



PREFACE,

The following account of the Mission of
Col. Younghusband io Lhasa, and of the pre-
ceding negotictions, i based upon the official
documenis eonfatned in the throe Blue Books,
“Papers relafing fo TibelVr—

[Cd. 1,020G] 1904, price 3. 1d., covers
Jrom the conclusion of the Anglo-Chinese Con-
vention of 1800 fo the dispatch of the * Misaion”
o Gyanise.

[Cd. 2,064]) 1804, price 83d., deals with the
affair at Gury, and the arrival of the * Mission™
af Gyanise.

[Cd. 2,370] 1905, price 28, 5d., deals with
the advance {o Lhesa, the couclusion of the
Lhasa + Convention,” and the subsequent conflict
between the Home Government and the Indian
Government,

To these papers dhe reader 18 veferved jfor
Jurther tnformation.
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