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PREFATORY NOTE.

TrE Thurso Benevolent Institution, in aid of which these
Lectures were delivered, is intended for the educstion of
. the female children of the poor belonging to the town and
peighbourhood.  Buch of the parents as are able pay a very
small fee; but, with this exception, it is supported entirely by
voluntary contribution.

The oecasion and object of the Lectures will be best shown
by inserting part of the original advertisement—

“ At the requeat of the Committee of the THuRso BeNEVOLENT
ImwerrruTion, the Rev. Winnaax Mmikr, AM., will deliver
two Lectures in sid of & fund for buildieg an IsvanT CrLass.
Room and & Wasmine Hovsg, in connection with the Instita-
tion. Bubject of Lectures:—Our Scandingwian Fore.
Lecture 1. Their Origin, Institutions, and Religion.
£, Their Character and Literature,”

After some hesitation, I agreed to comply with the request for
the publication of the Lectures, adds to me by the commit-
tee and others, provided it appeared that my doing o would
be of any pecuniary benefit to the institution. The number
of aubscribers is already such that a considerable sum will
certainly remain in the hands of the committee after the cost
of publication has been defrayed. T therefore deem myself
warranted in laying these pages before the public, since,
at the very least, some benefit will thereby accrue to an
institution most worthy of cordial support. Were it not for
this, I would searcely let a production see the light which has
been so bastily composed ; and which, from the extent of its
subject, is necessarily so superficial. Other demands too upon
my time prevent my doing anything now in the way of addi-
tion or improvement. Indeed, the endeavour to make these
lectures a worthy presentation of their theme, might end in
my publishing not a pamphlet but a bulky volume. There-
fore, with the exception of some unimportant omissions, and
the addition of the notes and appendix, they are Wpﬁnted
exactly as delivered, . M
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OUR SCANDINAVIAN FOREFATHERS.

LECTURE L

Berore entering on the subject which is to engage our attention
for these two evenings, there are a few things which I think it right
to mention, by way of preface or apology. o

Thus, as regards the subject I have chosen, it is not—at least at
first sight—one which has any great connection with the objeet
aimed at by those at whuse request I appear before you. Nor is it
perhaps in all respects the theme whicﬁ my own inelination would
lead me to fix on for a lecture here. But the fact is that, if I were
to have the pleasure of addreseing you at all, [ bad no alternative
buttoaeloctanubmtnut uiring much investigation, or thought-
ful preparation. Niha‘rﬁha&mhme And thus, T am
compelled to ask _ﬂ-u to accompany me in the exploration of a field
which has heen long familiar to me, and in which I may serve s
guide, without much extra trouble, Further, I must warn you at
the outset that, on this same plea of want of time for investigation,
I cannot vouch for the minute aceuracy of any historical details
that may be set forth. In the composition of these papers I have
had almost no access to works on their subject ; mdtbough
for several years, I have paid so ttle attention to Beandinawian
history and litersture, still one clnnﬂt be expected always to re-
member, with perfect correctness, the dates and other minute though
meorhnl: particalars which form the skeleton of history—eapecially
when, as iz in this matter the case with me, the atiention has for a
considerable time been turned in & wholly different direction. My
sim is to present you with a true and, if , & vivid pmtureof
bygone times, and of the character of ose Who were actors in
them ; and this aim, fortunstely, it is possible in some messure to
fulfil, mnﬂmngh there may be some mistake as to the name of a
pnetnrhng,thedmﬂa.h&ﬁ]e orthamcmlouhtyoftha
phnhngafnmlony And surely the sabject of theae lectures is

some attention from we, whoever
a]umayu.ﬁon{topmitemthmofwhomImmspuk
you, the men of Caithness, are descended. By knowing them,



