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PREFACE.

Thie voluwe has been prepared by the membors of the Class of
1878, for the use of students v Prisecton Theologicsl Seminary,
While it ia iseued with the permission of Dr. C. W. Huodge, yet it
eontaing only what the editors eoold gether from noter in their
poasesuion, and has not been reviewed nor corrected by the Professor.
The Editors hsve endesvored to adbere to the ides of & synopsis,
and et the sume time to smbody s much sz possible of the casentinl
matter of the course.






Avrostoric History anp LITERATURE.

PART L—CHAPTERS L-XII

INTRODUCTORY REMARES.

There are three special subjects of eritieal attack on
the Book of Acts:

1. Awuthership. 1. The * we™ passages in the latter
part of the book—are these by the same sothor? 2 Is
it a gennine history, or s it o fendomy writing, ss the
Germans eall it—that is, is it written to reconcile history
and doetrine® In favor of the latter, they #llege an
asgimitation between Panl und I'eter. There is no doubt
a certain similarity both in doctrine and miracles, between
the former wnd latter part of the book.

II. The Historiral (Juestion. The accepted epietles
of Paul are the source of the foundation facts. The
Acts, therefore, should harmonize with these epistles.
The destructive critice magnify apparent discrepaucies
inte disagreements.

I, Superpatural.  They regard Paul s the cen-
tral fignre ; the founder and builder of Chriati:mi?, Is
he a believer in the supervatural 7 How is his belief in
hiz conversion to be sceounted for on naturalistic prin-
ciples ?

The above points we ireat as we reach them, for thus
() we do not traverse the same ground twice, and (F)
they may be more intelligently considered.
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CHRONOLOGY.

Canoyorosical TabpLe.

A. D, 60.—Festus succeeds Felix—Acts 24 : 27,
2 years a prisoner in Cmsarea.
58— Arrest.—Acta 21 : 33.
{ 8d Journcy.=3 years in Ephesus, and winter
in Greece,
54.
2nd Jourrey.—18 moutha in Achaia.
Voyages in A. M. and to Enrope—1 year.
[ 50-51.—Council of Jeruzalem.
1st Jowrney. — Antioch, Cyprus, Pisidia,
Pamphylia, Jerusalem,
44 —Deaath of Agrippa.—Acts XI1I.
Visit to Jerusulem.
8 years in Arabia, Jerusalern, Taraos,
1 year in Auntioch.
lonversion,

14 Years—Gal, 1.

[ 36-37.

The book eovers a period of 34 years; from death of
Christ to A. D. 63 or 64, the end of Pauls fiest impris-
onment. There is a lack of chronologieal statements,
but we have two fixed points, and ether events are cal-
enluted from these :—1. T'he beginning of the 1st Jouor-
ney. Death of Herod Agrippa, A. D. 44.—Aects 12.
2. The end of 3d Journey. Accession of Featus, A. D.
0, —Acta 24,

Paal was arvested in A, D, 58—in the fall of A. D.
60, was sent to Rome—arrived spring of A, T). §1—there
2 vears, which wounld give nus A. D. 63 or perhaps 64
The perscention of Nern was in 84, therefore Paul’s
sojourn wasa finished before this. Reckoning backward,
the winter bafore was spent in Corinth, to which place
he came from Ephesus in apring of 57. At Ephesus 3
years. Came to Ephesus in 564. Thie is the dividing
line between 2d and 3d journeys—slightly marked in
Acts 18: 22, Znd Journey.—18 months, spent in-Corinth
gives 52 when he arrived there. Loug traveling in Asia
Minor and Enrope consumed at Jeast 1 yenr, which makes
beginning of 2nd Journey A. D 50 or51 {Aocts 15: 41—
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18:22) Before this he was at Council of Jernsalem
(Avta 15} The 1st Journey muet have been between

. D, 45 and 49.

Gal. 2: 1—* 14 years after "—probably refers to the
time intervening between his conversion (A. D. 86 or 87)
and the Cooneil of Jernsalem A. D. 50 or 61, This gives
abont enough room for detnils in Aets and Gal, for
Paul’s setions. 2 Cor. 11 : 32, Panl ese: wped from Damas-
cus throngh a window durmg the reign of Aretas, king
of Arabia. Damascus was a Romun post, when eonld it
have come under power of the king of Arabia? The
only gap in the Roman possession was at death of Tibe.
rins, A. D. 837. Thig was & period of border wars, and
the fuets are not well knowin.,  Damagcus may have been
captured at this time by Aretas.

Desien oF ™E Book oF Acts—* It is not the biog-
raphy of Peter and DPaul, as Apoetles by way of emi-
nence; for each of them is prominent in one part onl
und tho whole hirtory of neither is recorded in detail. it
is not a general history of the Aﬂnatuh{. perivd, se dis-
tinguished from the mnistry of Christ himself ; for ma
interesting fhets belonging to that subject are Omlltﬂ?
some of which have been preserved iu the Epistles
But the book before ws is a special history of the planting and
extension {if the elorreh, bot aTRLY Joirx and Genfiles, The
gradual establiskment of radiating condres w sowrces of mftu-
ence at certam salient poinfs threighout! o large part of the
empire, beginning ot Jerwselom and eviting of Rome "—{Alex-
ander’s Acis, page 18 of Iutroduetion.)

SECTION I. THE CHURCH IN JERUSALEM.
CHAPTERS I—VIL

I, Ch. L—TL.—Fouxping oF 70 CHURCH A. D). 30—36.
(1.) IntroDUCTION, [: 1—11. The introduction is appro-
priatcand skilful. Fundamental thought iscarriedintoall
details—the founding of the church hy the risen Chriat.
This is presented as the immediate aetof Christ. Ile goes
to the Father and yet continues his work in the church.
From the Father's right hand He sends the Spirit as He
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had promised. This is the reason that Luke dates from
the Ascension. He regards the Ascension as the tarning
point between the two Dispensations. The Charch is
the Kingdom of Christ by the Holy Spirit. This is the
fundamental idex of the chnreh and « fulfillment of the
Q. T. prediction of the Spirit's work in the last Dispen-
aation. Luke regards this as the fulfillment of Christ’s
promise to lead them into all tenth.

The * former treatise” he describes ws containin
what “.Jesns beganr both to do and teach,”  Christ’s worE
was not completed; He had yet much to teach by the
Apostles through the Spirit. [Te refers to the * many
infallible proofs™ of the resarrsction. These appear-
ances were continnod during 40 days, affording ample
time for many to recognize him. By the t*xtrn.ordmarv
character of these appearances, differing from any
vions nnea, He scenstornod them to thi: idea of is
omuipresence.  Luke looks apon the Resurrection and
Ascension as one compasite act, and the founding of the
charch a3 tho worlk of the risen Christ. ITis parting
instruetions relate to Phe Plaze.  They were uot to depart
from Jerusalem,—not becanse this was the most con-
vement piace, for most of the disciples were from Gali-
lee. There they hwl been wont to assceciate with
Him, and Jarnanlom had forteited ita e¢laims to be the
cepter of the new Dispensation, To all believing Jows
the promises ware thos falfilled, and the fact is emphu-
sized that tho Christinn church ia not represented as
antagoniatic to the Jewish Church, but as u development
of it, as wounld have appeared it He had sat up His King-
dom in snother part of the country. This was to be the
.mother of churches as long as they were allowed to
remain there, and in all cities the offer of salvation was
made first to the Jews,

Natiere of the Kingdom. “The promise of the Father,”’
{Loke 24: 48} to send the H. 8. signalizes the &plﬂtual
uatare of the Kingdom. The chareh is o folfillment of
the . T. Diapennat.iuu a8 a promising system, In v,
the two Dispensations are contrasted. In the O, T, bap-
tism was with water, in the N. T., with the Splrlt 1
0. D. the sign predominated—in N. D. the Spirit




