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PREFACE.

—_—

Tae acoompanying Fassay,” being one of fifty on the
same subject that were sent in, obtained the prizs
offered by the Eev. Dr. Emerton, President of the
English International College. The circumatances that
drew if forth are coneisely summed up in an Inaugural
Address of the Rev. Doctor, delivered al Rochdale,
January Bth, 1867, ws reported in the Rochdale
Obssrver.

In the menth of July, 1859, he proposed to Lord
Brougham to offer two prizes—the one for England,
and the other for France—for the best emsays on the
immense importence of & closs Union of England and
France, with sugpestions on the best means of making
it perpetual—Lord Brougham, the Earl of Clarendon,
end the Earl of Shaftesbury having kindly consented
to mot a8 adjudicators in England, and M. Thiers,
M. Mérimée, and M. Miguet in France, The English
sdjudicators adjudged the prize to the Rev. W. N,
Molesworth, of Bpotland Viearage, Rochdale, The
adjudicators of the French prize had, however, been
unanimons in the rejection of all the French essays;

“and although,” said Dr. Emerton, “I pressed them
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very hard upon the subject, they all agread om the
useleasness of agein making the offer. 1 therefore
determined to appropriate the £50 to some other object
for the public good, and prepared a prize for the best
essay on the evils of the present system of Church
Patronage, with suggestions on the best means for
remadying those evils"

After referring to the evils existing in the govern-
ment of the Establishment, and to an address he read
at the Hocial Seience Congress at York, on * Higher
and Middie Class Education,” which he had not -fall
opporfunity for there discuseing, he resumed :—*1
thought of another method of eliciting public opinion
on the subject, and proposed a prize for the hest essay
on the great importance of an improved ayetem of
education for the upper and middle classes of the
community, with suggestions on the best means of
effecting and securing it—to be dedicated, by per-
misgion, to the Earl of Clarendon, E.G., (1.C.B., the
President of the Public School Commission. T re-
quested two eminent professors® of Oxford to be the
adjudieators, and the Harl of Clarendon, if necessary,
to be the umpire. It was not until & few days ainee
that £ had it in my power to declare the sward, and
you will I am sare, be gratified to find that it is
Rochdale for ever. Yonr neighbour and friend, the

The Rev, Bichard Michel?, B.D., Public Orator,
The Bev. Thorold Bogers, M.A., Professor of Folitical Esonomy,
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BRev. W. N. Molesworth, vicar of Spotland, iz again
the soecesaful eandidate, {Cheers.) I had the idea that
it would be so when I waa here lust motumn, but it
was not poeitively decided until the ¥arl of Clarendon
returned home from the Continent, the week before
last. Tt will be perfectly unnecessary that I should
eay anything to incresse your high opinion of M.
Moleaworth ; indeed, 1 think it is quite impossible for
me to do s0; yeb I cannob help ielling you that Mr.
Moleaworth has declined to accept the momey for the
prize—{cheers)}—thinking, 1 seppose, that it is unfaic
that I should alone pay for that which is of public im-
portance, and matisfled with the homour that must
aocrue to him from being the suceessful candidate a
ppconid time, in a contest which was open to the world,
(Cheers.} If he is unwilling to receive it, you will
readily suppose I am equally anwilling to keep it; so
wa have compromised the matter, by his consenting
that, after the expenses of ita publicetion, the surplus
shall ba dovoted to purposes of public good, and
amongat the first [ have chosen is the formation of a
‘Cobden Memorial Class’ in Rochdale, for teaching
French by means of the translations of the Bibls.,"

As the lecture of Dr. Emerton treate of n subject
akin to that of the Fasay, it has been thought desirable
that it should be added ss an appendix to it.

W. N. M.

BroTIAND VIOARLGE,
Rochdale, Fob, 8tA, 1867,



