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A LETTER,

Mr. EpiTon,

[ your first number, I see much said alout the
body assumed by the Son of God, and the nature of
the flesh of which it was conztituled, and the comdition
it was in when e assomed it amd frome the whole of
the statements, [ counclude, thait thus much is meant;
namely, that the hody preparcd by God for his Son
was substantially the flosh of sin, and not only having
some likeness to ity but that at his resurrection a change
ensued in i, soas that it then heeame siifess,  Thus,
for example; Dr. Ivving says, in your Zih page,
f Chirist, Tov Lthe love he hove the nman sonl, consented
to become a gorvant 1o her, and Lo be elothed with Tier
body of sin and death’— God preparved a budy of
Fallen hunmanity for his Son, through the power of the
Holy Ghost”  And, in paze 20, he avers ol Christ,
that “he bears their naked and complete sufferings
without a vemedy, in order that, after he had sucked
all the poison of suilering ont, and into himself, fefo
his body compressed all the venom of sin, he might,
by dying, make it all die, and by vising again, Lionph
over it in the souls of his people, who, 17 they had
faith, would have o sullering, as they would Lave no
sin.'  And then, in the theological depavtment, [ find
it stated at page 95, that the =oun of God € diul by the
Holy Ghost take a soul; and with and in that soul, he
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iid take esh and Dleod of ‘L"irgi::,‘ that 15, as 1l
tollows, * fallen flesh.  To this it is added, that * Aés
perfeet holiness, da the human nature, is as necessary
to the ovthodox Bith, as is the wuholiness of the wature
wlhich he teok.,”  Aad in the 99th paze, I vead, that
“ his days of Mesh put him futo possession of onr pitiful
vase. which he had undertaken to wlvocate; his taking
koly flesh et the resuryection, brought him vp nto
Grod™s presence, to advoeate it these,  Iael is needful
in its place to our Mediator; both must meet togethor
in our High Pricst; and this hoth ever been the doc-
trine of the orthodox ehureh, sl must remain so unto
the end.?

Now, Mr. Editor, yon wilt allow me o confine miy
ressarks to the body of Chist, or what may be called,
his flesh and Blood. Doy, with vespeet to the sonl, it
decs not interfere with the present guestion; nor would
the question he at all materially affected by any parti-
cular opinion we might adopt relative to the soul's
origination, whether it were that of s generation, o
that of its immediate creation by God. With respect
to the body then, I think, that the expression, at the
beginning ol your Theological Department, page 75,
exceptionable; wamely, that Chyist is fwman, ol the
substance of kis awother P 1 luow that this has place
im what is ecalled, the Creed of St Athanasins; and I
can snppose that il hias found its way into the creeds of
what are styled orthodox choeches. Mt as there iz
only one orthodox church, which is the hody of Cheist,
and 15 bwlt on the Doundation of the apostles amld pro-
plhiets; so there s but * one faih,” or creed. Similay to
the above expression, to which 1 make exception, is
that already quated, ¢ He did take flesh and Mond of
e Virgin”  Is this, Mr, Iditor, coinmon sense? Ts it
matter of fact? Is it seripture?  Did you cver see a
wiaey, o hear or read of a man, who owed his substance
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to lis mother?”  But, to heighien the mystery, we are
told that Chyist had no father, ¢ With respect to his
human nature,” says Doddridge, on Heb. vii, 3. ¢ he had
ao futher! Gill tells us the same story: “as man, he
had no father! Joseph was his veputed father only ;
nor was the Holy Ghost lits father; wor is e ever said
o be begotien, as man, i was bore of a Virgin©
Here is a bivth, without any begetting.  Here is a case
of equivecal oencration; a perfect wan, spontaneously
produced, without sced, and witheur a sower! DBut
vour Journal, Mv. Editor, steers clear of this mistake;
beeause it expressly veters the Incarnation ol Christ to
*the power ol the Holy Ghost.”  But we are not told
how : execpt that the human ilesh in Christ, owed all
its snbstance to the Virgin mother.  And as sin is sup-
nozsed, though as I think crroncously, to have its chiel’
seat in the hody, henee we are told that the Son ol Gad
came into the world ia the flesh of sin; and by conse-
quence in a mortal condition, as other men,

Dut, in the fisst piace, thiz 5 contrary to the guota-
tions actuadly made in vouwr Jouroal; in the two fivst ol
which we read thus, he * hecame man, in all things like
unio ts, eveepd v Again, f Christ did take flesh,
which of nutnre was sebfeed to sing which, notwith-
standing, ue sauctified, even 1 the very mstant off his
corceplion.  Aud again, i oll things like unto his
brethreen; not only as touching sature, but also quali-
ties, owly she eacepd]  Bvory creature is, of nature,
subject to sin, i left to itsell; and therefme, angels
sinned, and lve sinned, and also Adam. It iz of God
only, that we can say, he, of snture, cannot sin.  But
il *“the Ward that was God,” mud # was made {lesh,”
or a man, did sanctify that flesh or man-natvere which
he assumed, not only from the womly, bt in the very
instant of its conecption there. it was never, from the
st woment of #ts emieyo heoudioe, =ibjeet Lo the



