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THE CUBAN QUESTION

IN ITS TRUE LIGHT.

OTNREBLIABILITY OF OUHAN NHWH.

A great deal has been written abont the Cnban question
in the American newepapers, but, as those eonversant with
the troe state of affairs in the Islaond of Cuba know, there ig,
in the majority of the reporte which find their way into print,
g0 mich that is ntterly false, that they give the public no
reliable information from which to derive & correct knowledge
and on which to base a fair judgment of the sitnation in the
* Pearl of the Antilles,”

The requirements of the daily prose—the aim of every
newspaper being to outdo the others in the publication of
sensational news—make it o diffcult, almost an impossible
task for the news editor to earefully weigh the value of every
piece of information received, aud to winnow the grains of
truth ont of the immense amount of cheff which is served to
the daily press as news.

There are in the United Htates a number of Cuban
refugees who are naturally interested in magnifying the extent
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and geope of the present relellion, and they avail themselves
of every opportunity to epread exaggerated reports of vie.
tories in the field and to pour into the ears of sympathizing
Americans tales of misery and woe. Key West, Tampa and
Jackeonville are the prineipal botbeds of Cuban filibusters,
and thess have agents who wmake it their busivess to coneoet
and transmit North ench fabulons tales purperting to como
from Cuba, as to make all diepatches dated at those places
entirely nnreliable,

MIEATATEMENTS OF THE PRESS,

It 18 generally from such sonrces s these that American
newspapers derive the information which they serve up to an
unsuspecting public nnder the guise of news, withont taking
the trouble to ascertain tho truth or falsity of their reporis.
Thus we have read in a leading paper & cablegram anncuncing
the gallant feat of & Spanich officer, whose desth had been
roported by the same newspaper a few days before. Thos we
have been told of the eapiure by the insurgents of so impor-
tant a town as Santa Clara, even the location of the town
being shown on a map, on the very day that General Martinez
Campos made Banta Clara his head-gnarters, and yet the paper
which boasted of this great fest of journalism, allowed the
fales roport to remain uncontradicted in ite coluinne. Thns
we have read, day after day, the most absurd avd extravagant
tales about the progress of the Cuban rebellion and the
atrocities committed by the Spanish eoldiers, until the publie
wind has become bewildered and confused, and publie opinion
Lae erred in its jundgment on the Cnban guestion.

AN ATPFHAL TO AMERICAN COMMON-8ENBE.

It ie for the purpese of setting public opinion right that
these pages are mow written, The American people love

——

—— o _




o

truth and fair play, and they are always to be found ou the
gide of right and justice. No faie judge wonld pase sentence
upon a case withont hearing the evidenoce on both asides, and
no fairer judge can be found than the American people when
their honest good senee is appealed to. Almost all that haa
been said so far in this country about the Jaban guestion has
been inspired by the insurgents themaelves or by their agents
and sywnpathizers. It would be interesting to know what
Spain has to say on the subject. Bue in the abeence of any
presentment of the Spanish side of the eass, it shorld be the
endeavor of all impartinl aid fairminded people to examine
the question withont prejudice, putting sentimentality aside,
and seeking only the truth in order to form a correet and
intelligant opinion.



II.
4 BETROSPRCTIVE VIEW,

In the firet place, let us eee how and by whom this insur-
rection was brovght abont,

There is no nobler or higher aspiration in the heart of
man than the desire for independence. To Americans this
feeling must be for ever dear; as it was the origin, the fonnda-
tiom, the corner-stone of our great and glorious country. One
after another the varions possessions of Spain on the continent
of the New World have seversd their political ties with the
mother country, just as the thirteen English colonies in North
America gevered their tiee with Great Britain.

Cuba and Porto Hico are the only poesessions left to
Bpain in this hewisphere, which she diseovered and in a great
degree peopled. By reason of the richmess and fertility of
their soil, and—let we acknowledge it frenkly—hy dint of
energy, activity and theift on the part of the Bpaniards, those
two islands, and mora especially Cluba, have so prospered in
the development of their agrienlture ss to be among the richest
and most prodoetive regions io the world,

About the middle of this century, Karciso Lopez, with =
few followers, raised the ery of independence and took up arms
againgt Spain. The movement was short-lived, because the
great majority of the inhabitants of Cuba frowned upon it as
impeding the true interests and prosperity of the Island.

Eighteen years later, in 1868, s group of Cuobana headed
by Cespedes raised again the ery of independence at Yara,
snd this time the spirit of rebellion spread throughout a great
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portion of the island, many among the better class of native
Cubans—Ilawyers, planters, men of breins and wealth—either
joining the ranks of the rebels or aiding the cause with the
sinews of war. The struggle lasted ten years, for the insurgents
received valoable aid in the shape of armed expeditions which
managed to leave the United Btates and land on the Cuban
shores. IHowever, the great majority of the inhabitants con-
tinned loyal to Spain, and the insurrection was finelly quelled
by General Martinez Campos, who, by the treaty of Zanjon,
permitted the rebel chiefs to leagg the Island, promiming at
the same time & more liberal poliey in the government of
Ooba, incloding its regresentation in the Cortes.

THE TARJON AGREEMEINT.

We have oo less an authority than General Campos him-
self, a man whose honesty has never becn gquestivned, for the
staterent that all the promisea made by himh at Zanjon have
been religiously fultilled by Spain.

Ap a matter of fact, the conditions submitted by the
rebel chiefs at Zanjon on the 10th of February, 1878, to Gen-
eral Martinez Campos, previcns to their sarrender and as &
bagis of peace, embodied the following demands: First—That
the Island of Cuba be granted similar politie, organie and
administrative reforme a8 those already adopted in Porto Rieo.
Second —General amnesty to all politien] offenders and per-
sons engaged in the rebellion, Third—That all the slaves
having taken part in the insurrection be set fres, Fourth—
That the Spanish Government will pennit and facilitate the
leaving of the Islund to any of the insurgents wishing to do so.

Not only were all of the above demands nequoiesced in by
the Bpanish (Government, but, as s well known, slavery in



