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INTRODUCTION

The New American Series consists of studies of the
following racial groups together with a study of the
Eastern Orthodox Chorches:

Albanian and Bulzarian, Armenian and Assyrian-
Chaldean, Crzecho-Slovak, Greek, Italian, Jewish,
Jugo-Slav (Croatian, Servian, Slovenian), Magvyar,
Polish, Buzsian and Ruthenian, or Ukrainian, gpnn-
ish (Spaniards) and Portuguese, Syrian.

These studies, made under the anspices of the In-
terchurech World Movement, were undertaken to
show, in brief outline, the soecial, economic and reli-
rious background, European or Asiatie, of each group
and to present the experience—social, economic and
religions—of the particular group in Ameriea, with
special reference in the contact of the given people
with religious mstitutions in Ameriea.

Tt was designed that the studies should be sym-
pathetic hut eritieal.

It is eonfidently believed that this series will help
America to appreciate and appropriate the spiritual
wealth represented by the vast body of New Ameri-
eans, each eroup having its own peculiar heritage
and potentialities; and will lead Christian Ameriea,
so far as she will read them, to hecome a better lover
of mankind.

The writer, in each ease, is a kinsman or has had
direct and intimate relationshin with the people, or
group of peoples, presenfed, First hand knowledge
and the ahility to study and write from a deeply sym-
pathetic and broadly Christian viewpoint were pri-
mary conditions in the selection of the anthors.
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vi INTRODUCTION

The author of this volume (Czecho-Slovak) has
lived in Czechoslovakia, with speeial opportunity to
know the people, particularly the Czechs, and has
had several vears of direct experience with the
(zecho-Slovaks in America in szervice under the
Presbyterian Board of Home Mizssions.

These manuseripts are publigshed throuch the
courtesy of the Interchurch World Movement with
the cooperative aid of various denominational boards,
through the Home Missions Clouneil of Ameriea.

At this writing arrangements have been made for
the publication of onlv zix of the Beries, namely:
Czecho-Slovak, Greek, Ttalian, Magyar, Polish and
Russian, but other manuseripts will be published as
soon as funds or advanced orders are seenred.

A patient review of all manusceripts, together with
a checking up of facts and ficures, has been made by
the Associate Editor, Dr. Frederic A. Gould, to
whom we are largely indebted for statistical and ver-
bal aceuracy. The edifor ig responsible for the gen-
eral plan and seope of the studies and for questions
of policy. in the execution of this work.

Coanvtes Haron Seaes,
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