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TO THE TEACHER

As the history of our cduntey'ie bur a comtinuation of that of the Ofd
Warld, Before Legimping the story of America onr pupils shoold jearn
woicebiing of the has

vy of the eommeries from which onr joretathers came.
L ahe mreodoetoey ehapter of Uds book the purpoese 73 mainly o paist
cert the chict phi=vs i the eivilizatione of the European natdons which
have coatributed mostle o our own eivibzation,  Merely an outline has
heem wiven whaeh 1t is heped the teacher will 61l in as she sees At for her
particular clas< or it may be that she will deem it Best 1 omis ceriam

portivazs, Some of the moths aned other stortes of Greeco amd Rome

shoulil be given - 2opnlomentiry coaditg, and certain hiztocical eharsercrs
amed eventa might T touehed vpomn,

En the stery of onr comtry which follow=, it Bas been the aim to tell
snly of the everts most dmmertant Tor children to koow and 4o vse
latrernge ea smule and elene that it may be castly comprebendid by voung
Tt

A= children are mare readily intecested 10 perzons than i lkre state-
ments of events we have ricd 1oogive as much of the history 2s possible
thrcozl the mediom of biography.  In meddidon 1o this. complete sketches
of the most prominem eharacters of oue nation have been mven throughout
the look 2o that they may be stwdicd independently of other parts of the
toxt when so desived.

In the poeparation of lessans, the location of all places mamed: should
T elonr dn the mind of the pupil. and m cecitaticng we gopeese that large
e Dt it bgfore the elass. Woe hilieve that topical recitations given in
the popils cwn words develop ease in expression and clearmess in fdeas,
atte] vtk the- o mind we have given suggectione for such recitationsz at
the enitd of ench chapter,
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THE STORY OF AMERICA

From a Puaiwlirg

NOREWEGLAN SHIPS

CHAPTER I

Introductory
1
Five hundred vears ago there were no white people living in
America.  Only Indians were to be found scattered over the
land.  Most of them lived in villages of wigwams or roved
through the forests and over the plains and mountais.
it is not known exactly when the first white people came Lo



) INTRODUCTORY

Amierica. The first we know of are teld about in some old
stories of Norway and Sweden.  These stories say that parties
ol Norwegians made voyages to the eastern coast abowt a thou-
samd years before Christ,

At that time the people of Norway, Swedei, and Denmark,
who were called the Northmen, were the most daring seamen
i the world. They had long ships wlhich they sailed or rowed
to distant lands,  Some of them fnally settled i leeland, and
nter one of them called Erc the Red founded o colony on the
sountlywestern coast of Greenland,

According to the old stories, 1t was Lief Ericson, the son of
LFrie, and other Norwegians from Greenland who samled to the
wistern coast of Amenca. It 15 supposed bhat they landed ae
several places on the coast of what 1s now Massachusetts, Dut
they staved only o short me, nothing came of their discoveries,
and in thine they were forgotten.

The Grst white people who settled i our land came from
countrics in Furope, — chiefly from England, France, Holland
Spain, Ttaly, and Germany.

These countries are all very much older than ours, Tor
hundreds of vears before there were any white people i
Amerida, there had been great cities in them,  \When our fore-
futlers crossed the Atlantic; they had already learncd how to
mitke laws and to govern cities and countries, and they eould
build fine buildings, make ships and guns, and write and print.

2
It will help us to understand our own history if we learn

something  about the countries from which our forefathers
came,



