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THE reader must judge as to the justice of the
leading position maintained throughout the fol-
lowing chaplers. To the writer the case is per-
fectly clear. It seems to him that much current
philosophy wowld, if irue, essentially justify what
is sometimes spoken of as the new philosophy
of Labour. The primary intention of the book
is simply to point out this fact ; a fact which, if
genwine, would seem to be of some importance

for the deeper undersianding of our times.






CHAPTER 1
WHAT IS SYNDICALISM ?

Synprcarism is the voice of the failure of The thesis.
something, The failure has not been exposed
by the * living™ philosophy of our time. It
has not been detected. It is of such a nature
that, even if it were detected, a large body of
recent thinking, so far from censuring it, would
be bound to raise hands of benediction upon
the failure itself and say “ Well done!” Such,
in the most general terms, is the state of affairs
to which we would draw attention in these
pages.

To state it more particularly : we are in-
terested in the relation between syndicalism, a
recent form of social movement, and some
movements, also comparatively recent, of philo-
sophical thought. We find no clash between
them; and, we maintain, there is no wonder.
One does not feel a current when one is swim-
ming in it., Our most .recent philosophical
thought, all unconsciously, is swimming in the
same current with that general social move-
ment which has been making itself felt during
the last decade or two within the socialistic

camp and is appmpria.tiing to itself the name of
A



