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PREFACE

Ti1s book is an expansion of the article | contributed to
the Fournal of Hellenic Studies in 1910 called ‘ The Homeric
Catalogue’, in which I endcavoured to show, [ believe
practically for the first time, that the Catalogue of Ships gave
a true picture of the geography and political position of the
Heroic Age. An article of thirty pages could not do justice to
the theme, and I now present my conclusions under a more
substantial guise. The greater part of the book was delivered
as a lecture in 1916, and again in 1919. When [ came to pub-
lish it I thought that the reader would be benefited by having

la text of the Catalogue to consult: to the text I added
| a selection of readings. What had been a lecture thercfore
| became a commentary. As a result I find it necessary to say
| that my commentary is designed to serve the same purpose as
my original paper, namely to prove the authenticity and age
of the Catalogue. The commentary therefore is not exhaustive,
in fact it only contains such information as serves the purpose

of my publication, and by no means the whole stock of
| existing evidence upon for instance Boeotia or Thessaly. 1 cite
excavations and travels only when they are necessary to prove
my contention, and assume ordinary archeological knowledge,
which, indeed, I should have difficulty in properly presenting
over so wide an area,

I have to thank Mr. Arkwright for some communications
Mr. Shewan for various information, and in especial Mr, Alan
J. B. Wace, who has read a good deal of this book, and
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allowed me to quote I am afraid rather extensively from an
unpublished lecture of his on Thessaly. Mr. H. I. Bell intro-
duced me to P!™ hitherto unpublished.!

The Papyri that contain parts of B 493 sqq. appear to be the
following fourteen :

Oxyrhynchus 20
21
540
541
946
Hibeh 19 = P* s i AL C
Bodl. class. a (1) = Ps v PO
Tebtunis 265 = P¥ s ii I.C.
Berol. g583
Fayum Towns 30y
Aberdeen 1
% 2
Greco-LEgizii 107
B.M. 1873 =P s i C.
Of these the only ones whose variants need mention are P°
3 pio pu,

Besides these we have the important commentary (with
lemmata) on bool IF in Pap. Ox. 1086, s, i A. €., and a quota-
tion from the hypomnema of Ammonius, Pap. Ox. 221
s. il v.c. TFor an explanation of the symbols of the MSS.
I refer to the Oxford text of the /fiad, 1919, Preface. The
critical signs at the side of the text represent those transmitted
in A, Others are mentioned in the notes.

qu. = quidani.
s = scholium, scholia.

T Wil
Fuly 1920,

! See a facsimile, Nesw Palacograpiical Seciety, Series 11, plate 53.
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