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PREFAOR.

Tar following Lectures, somewhat differently ar-
ranged, were delivered last winter in London fo an
sudience of ladies, and were repeated at Clifion in
the ensuing epring. The reader will kindly bear in
mind that they were propared with a view to such
viva voce use, and ot for pernsal in & book; and also
that the plan of their delivery included many extem-
pore illustrations and lighter remarks, A few of
these only have been preserved in the foot-notes of
the present volume.

My purpose in delivering thesa Lectures originally,
snd now in publishing them, will become sufficiently
spparent a8 the reader proceeds; but, to avoid the
tisk of any possible misconstruction, I shall offer
here & short explanation of my locus standi as re-
gards the whole subject in guestion) I have been
for many years deeply interested in what is called
the “ Woman's Movement,” and have taken part in
Pleading for the higher education of women, for
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the admission of women to university degrees, for the
protection of the property of married women, for the
empleyment of women, for the protection of women
from eggravated nasaults, for the entrance of women
into the medical profession, and, lastly, for exten-
sion of the purliamentary snffrage to women pos-
sessed of the requisite property qualification. Of
the wisdom of many of thess demands (so far as
they were then formulated}, I was not in my earlier
lifs convinced.- T wae then of opinion that the happy
duties of a danghter and mistress of a household
which fell to my lot, together with village charities
and literary and other puranits, snfficiently filled up
the life of 2 woman, without adding to them wider
social and political aims) It wam only after I had
labored for aome time with my honored friend Mary
Carpenter, at Bristol, and. learned to feel intense
interest in tha legislation which might possibly miti-
gate the evils of orime and pauperism, that I seri-
ously asked myeelf (ander the upbraiding of that
good old abolitionist, 8. J. May) why I shonld not
seek for political representation as the direct and
natural means of alding every reform I hiad at heart.
The answer was not long doubiful; and now, for
nearly a quarter of a century, I have, as I have just
said, associated myself, to the best of my ability,
more or less with nearly all the movements in Eng-
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land for the advancement of women. Looking back
over thess years, I find I have net lost one jot of
faith in the righteousness or expediency of our de-
mands. On the conirary, I bave seen every year
more reason to regard the part hereafier to be played
by women in public affairs as offering the best hope
for the moral and, still more emphetically, for the
spiritual interests of humanity. I think more highly
of women since I have watched them with the calm
eyes of middle age; and I have more confidence than
I had at first, both in their ability and in their sta.
hility.

But it would bs idle to veil from mywelf that the

path of progress on which women have now entered, - '

and which we have dome our best to open for them,
is & road which leads up & etesp hill of diffeulty,
sud from which there are turnings to the right and
the left, runuing down into all manner of quagmires
and precipices. So many, indeed, and s0 grave are
the dangers on either hand, that I cannot blama
those who ses more to fear than to hope from the
movement in gqoesticn, end raise around ns rather o
cry of alarm than e cheer of encouragement. But
dangers muet be faced whenever any time-honored
evil is to be swept swuy or any new good-achieved.
The woman’s movement conld not now be stopped,
if we desired it; nor do we desire to stop it, if it lay




