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BIOGRAPIIICAL NOTICE

LY

DR. SHELTON MACKENZIE.

Tuomas De Qmizerr was horn at Manchester (in
England}, on the 15th August, 1985,  Ile possed the
whole of his childhood, except for the few earliest
weeks, in o rural retivement. The death of two of hig
voung sisters, before ho wos six yvenrs old, first awuke
ened o his mind the knowledge that mortality was the
appointed fate of humnn being=, T his * Confessions
of an Linglhish Opium-Eater,” he has recorded in what
manner such deprivations affected  him when they
cceurred, and how then, sinking into his mind, they
influenced it in later years. At the age of sixty, re-
eurring to the period of his ehildhood, he said that if
he should return thanks te Providence for all the sepa-
rate blessings of his ecarly situation, these four he
would siogle out as chiefly worthy to be commemo-
rated : that he lived in the country; that he lived in
solitude 5 that his infant feelings were moulded by the
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gentlest of sisters, not by horrid pugilistic brothers ;
finnlly, that he and they were dutiful children of a
pure, holy, and magnificent church,

His father, a Liverpool merchant of considerable
wealth, was almost a stranger to him, passing the
greater portion of each year in forcign elimates sup.
poesed to be favorable to persons afflicted with pulmo-
nary consumption, and rarely visiting (Greenhay, (then
a clear mile from the ouskirts, but now a portion of
the eity of Manchester,) where his family resided. 1le
retarned home to die in bis thirty-ninth year. This
event took place in 1792, when Thomaa Tle Quincoy
was only soven years old,

v Lgfy by hiz gire, teo poung anch loss o know,
Lord of himeelt — that hevitage of woa"

The elder De Quincey left a widow and six children,
to whom he beqoeathed £30,000, yiclding an amnual
income of L1600, At the age of twenty-one, about
L0000 of this capital would constitute the fortune or
portion of each child.

The elder De Quincey, his son states, was '* es-
teomed during his hife for his great integrity,” and,
himself an HnonyImons anthor, was & 'E.Lt'l)]'lg]:,r attaei-
ed to literary pursuits.” His widow appears {as has
been so frequently noticed in reference to men who
have won distinction) to have possessed abilities of a
superior class. Dle Quincey says, * My mother T may
mention with honor, as still more highly gifted; for
I]mugh unpretending 1o the name and honors of a -
erary woman, [ shall presume to cnll her {what many
literary women are not) an dmtelfectual woman ; and 1
believe that if ever her letters should be collected and
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puh.llah-ed they would be thought generally to
as much strong and masculine sense, delivered in
pure ¢ mother English,’ racy and fresh with idiomatie
graces, as any in our language — hardiy excepting
those of Lady M. W. Montague,”

During the four years next after his father's death,
Thomas De Quincey and his brother (five years his
senior) went to a day-school in Salford, — now an in-
dependent parliamentary borough, separated from
Manchester by the small river Irwell. Here he was
grounded in the elassics, At the early age of eleven
(as he confesses in his * Suspirin de Profundis,™) he
fell passionately in love with his cousin, a little girl a
year younger than himsell. Ife suys that sho * wore
at thut time upon her very lovely faue the most angelic
expression of chameter and temper 1 have almost
“ever scen.” A year afier (in 1796), when the family
house and grounds at Grocnhay were sold, for less
than half what they had cost—(n few years later,
this value would have been more than quadrapled), —
De Quincey was removed to the grommayr school
of Bath, nt which he speedily displayed a talent for
making Latin verscs, which obtained him considera-
tion from his mstrectors and proveked hostility {from
 his elder schoolmates.  Subsequently he was sent to a
school in Wiltshire, of-which the chief recommendation
lay in the religious character of its master.

There was an acquaintance of long standing TJE-
tween the clder De Quincey and the Ear
mont, an Irish ‘peer, who was subﬂeguﬂi fi
Marquis of Sligo. This nobleman’s, ‘eldest son, Lm-ﬂ
Westport, was intimate with Tt!;-,m-m De Quincey,
and, whon at Eton, early in 1800, invited him to visit
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Ireland with him in the epsuing summer and autumn,
Accepting this invitation, De Quineey joined his friend
at Eton, being then 1o his fifteenth year, and had the
advantage (such as it was) of secing and hearing
Queen Charlotie and oll the princesses, and even had
an interview with George TIL, in an accidemal ren-
contre at Frogmore — a pet residence of the Queen's
— in which the king, as was his habit, asked a variety
of gquestions, and rather annoyed the young nterlo-
cutor by supposing, from the forcign name, that his
ﬁ-].]’ﬂll]:,-" bad come aver with the [JIJE’!H‘!IIH[H al the vovo-
cation of the ediet of Nantz, whereas they had been in
Eughu':l'l sipne the l-.'.'q'mqnnﬂl.. Shurﬂ}' after, Mr. De
Quincey was an invited cuest to one of the Gueen’s
ﬁﬁ'tf:s al Frogmors — o compliment with which, as a
youth and an Euglishman, he, naturally enough, was
much pleased. In WMoy, 1800, in company with Lord
“"E:m]rﬂrl. hee first bohedd and entored what he calls
that * mighty wilderness, the city — no, not the eity,
but the natioh —of London. They were merely
passing through, but having to choose whother to visit
Westminster Abbey or St Paul’s Cathedeal, preferred
the latfer.

In his * Autobiographic Sketches,” a full narrative
is given of Do Quineey’s wvisit to lreland, as Lord
“'reutpurl,’:l Euest, thrl::—LIglL Ellglm'u] and Wales to
Heolyhead — then as now the favorite port of commu-
nicuiion with [reland. The distance of sixty miles was
traversed _in t]liﬂ}r hiirs — ateinm mwigm]:m lrcing
then unknown. At this time, De Quincey wanted
a few months of fifteen, but, thanks 1o the rank of his
host, was introduced to Lord Cornwallis, the Vieeroy
of Ircland, as well as to Lord Clare (the Chanecellor),
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Lord Castlereagh, Foster (Speaker of the Ho
Commons), and other notorieties. Here, too, he
nessed the splendors of installing six knights (ono
of them being Lord Westport's futher) of the Order of
8t. Patrick, and the not less impressive, but far more
melancholy incident, of the final ratification, in the
Irish House of Lords, of the Act by which the Parlia-
ment of Treland was obolished, and the independence
of a fine nation destroyed by the treachery of her own
legislature.  In one of his * Autoblographic Sketches,”
there 35 o gruphic account of this “end of an auld
sang " — io use Lord Bellhaven's plain-spoken eriti-
cisim on the ratification of the Act of Union between
Secotland and England. Socon after, D¢ Quincey ae-
companied Lord Westport to that part of Comnaught
{the county of Mayo) im which the family estates
chiefly lie, leisurely travelling in a scries of short visits
to the Trish nobility and gentry en route, and thus mix-
ing with i higher e¢luss of society than school-boys of
fifteen are generally in the way of associating with.
Early in November, 1800, Tle Quincey returned to
Dublin, and after a short sojourn there — daring which
he fell in love with Miss Blake, a lovely Irishwoman,
sister to Lord Wallscourt and to the Countess of Ervoll
— travelled baek to England, Lord Westport returning
te Eton, and De Quincey proceeding to Northamptons
shire, on a visit to Lord Carbery, at which place inti-
mation was made to him that some fixed resolution
would be taken and announced to him with l
the future disposal of his time until, twg,_o;threﬂ en
later, e should be old enough to mnt._rgéuhte at Oxford
or Cambridge. In the following :,rq;f'l {1801}, he was nt
Liverpool, where he became acquainted with Dr, Currie
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