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Prerace To THE First EpiTion.

Tlhis bonde 35 designed as a go-hetween, between pastor and pea:
ple, to eall their combined attention to some hinks and principles
that woubd enlerge the efficiency of the prayer-meeting, and to a=.
sure those to whomn public speaking is a rden, that their expen.
ence s comimon 10 the majority of mankind, and should give them
o pneasiness, beyond sparsing them on ontil they noquire the habit
of extempore speech,

11 the prayermesting is to rise into cne of the great deprrtments
of encoessful Christian  work, there must e az much theught,
prayer amd efior grven oot as to either of the Sabbath services or
the Sabbatl-school.  What &= needed in many eases is =uch a
method for it= conduct, and such a hearty co.operation of all in
that method, us shall make the prayer-meeting, both in interest
aml ptrendance, an smdovhied snecess.

May the Lord bless for good swhatever of truth these chapters
comtain, anid make them instromental in stirdng up the real of the
churches to untiving labor and faithiol prayer in the advancement
ol Tis cosse,

Cees Tittle Dwrke—if Giewl shall be pleaséd to commission theg—
from church to churchi asan evangelist in the cause of the Peayer
Meeting and it= Tprovement.

Peonra, Tur., May 10TH, 1878,



PreEFAcE To THE New Epition,

["he proofsheets for the Arst edition were searcely out of my
Bamils before My, Tlolmes maade arenngements with me for re-isso.
ingt the present olition. That a new edition should be called for 5o
soon 15 a matter of thankiuliezs ; for nothing Dut a slow sale was
anticipatad for a book oo this distinctive theme,  Tis fsaoe was an
experiment ; and, hence, the book was not electrotyped. as 1t now
will e,

As the compoaitor’s work will have to be done over again ffom
the beginning, the opportunity is afforded for revising the entin
ook, and of expatding somg of its provious pages into. new chajp.
tess.  Three new chaplers and a pumber of sugpestions and Toot-
notes have been added, 5o thao it s haoped the book o its present
permancnt form will be found g1 the moe warthy of public favor.

I woulil bete, alan, acknowledge my indebledness to the T'REsS,
whose kind remarks have called attention 1o the book and seeured
for it o speedier sale than conld otherwise have been obtained.
Nor cheuld T il to express my sdmiratbon at ibe conduct of
D, G. F, Deams, Editor of THE SUSDAY MASAzZiNeE " amwl
lastor of “TwHE CHURCH OF THE STEANGERS'' New York
City, whio, with remarkable generosity, has given up the writing of
a bk on thesame subject with a different title, " THe Moperx
PRAVERMEETIRG, ™ 6 as nol to interfere with the civenbation of
the present volwme, and because this volume happensd to see print
¢ few weeks before his own could have been ready for 1he press,
While this book s highly hopored by the withdrawal of competi-
tien, it s 1o be tegretted that the public shall be so greatly the
bosers by rhis anwonted magpanimity,

And now | woukd again commit THE PEAYER-MEETING AXD
Prs ImrwoveMesT too the care of fhim who can use even the
poorest imstrument to the furtherance of His kingdom and the
promotion of Has glomy

LEWTS O, THOMPSON,

Dronid, JURE 157m, 1ETH,
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