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INTRODUCTION

The psychologist Hifding says: “The
poetic forme ey east o light an reality
which it does nol cammrally or always pos-
sess, and the dominzgnt fecling of the poet
diseovers g0 order of the universe 1o which
hig ideals End their satisfaction”

In the accompanying jfoema this poetic
Hoht is cast on the preat vpiversal experi-
enves of e, such a8 iviendship, love, natere,
liome, moralivs, religion and deatlk,  Inter-
proted through poede sympathy and unag-
inative expression,. these common experi-
ences come to lave [or uws unconunon mean-
Ings.

I'oetry 1= the emotionzl interpretation of
life.  lr stemls in wreates! contrast o the
aobijective ponplvsis of life provided by so-
ence, hat is closely akin o bath philosophy
anid relivion, Plhilosophy s, or ought 1o he,
ihe intellectezl interpretation of life, and
religion 15 our secse ol valnes as divine,
The content of poeiry 15 o kind of philoso-
phy aol the spirit of poetey 15 a kind of
pelisian, The pact feels keenly the situa-
tions of life amd expresses his feeling in
fittine Jorm of thythm end rhyme,
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The reading of poctry refines feeling and
so assists in the syinpathetie interpretation
of life. We come to see semewhal with the
poet's eye anil hear with his ear. Therchy
we both enjoy and sufier more. The in-
flucnee of poctry is especially needed in a
materialistic or rationalistic age.

Wagner said, “AN aret is antobicgraphy.”
In the deep scnse that we see zad express
what we ourselves alveady are. this 18 frue.
Yot g poct can aympalhetically speak for
another in a way thal is not strictly duto-
brographieal, as, for instance, in the poem:
“NWao Wine for Me” p. i20. The reader of
these pocme does ot ceed to be tald that
they were wrilten by a true beart io the
midst of life's duties and beanries. He will
fec] their sincority, simplicity, genaiticness
and unafectedness, Thev pre the writer's
awn life in rhyme, Thus thiz e collec-
ton wny come to each recipient as o per-
sonal messase anid oreeting,

The content of these poeing 15 individual
rather than social, faclual rather than
problematic, arvd  optimestic tather  than
despairing,  Here 1z ari for life's sake,
not for pure form's sake. The course
of MNature 15 what it sccms to he, and vields
ws moral and rehisiogs truths, but the hard
experiences of buman life sre not final, be-
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