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AUSTRALIAN SNAKES.



Fira. 1.—Diagram shnwing method of cutting ont
bitten part.

Fia, 2 —Diagram showing method of applying
|[_'.::‘utllt'1.':'..



Treatment of Snake=Bite.
Teecommended Dy the Fowrd of Health,

A ligatuve, that is, a strong string, tape, narrow strip
of clothing or handkerehicf, should le tied at onee
round the limb above the Litten part, When it has
been tied, pass a piece of stick uoder it, and twist it
round avd yonwd, so as to sevew ap the ligatnre as
tightly as you ecan. Leave the stick in the twisted
ligature, and seenre the end by snolher steing, as shown
in the fignye (2}, Great pain and swelling are eaused
by this, bot cannot be avoided.

At the ewd of half-an-hour, undo the ligatnre for
five minntes ; then tie and serew up again. At the
end of another halt-honr, the ligature may be removed
altogether.

Tn pluces where & ligatare cannot he tied, as on the
neck o face, pinch up the bititen part between the
finger and thumb, and ent it ont (Fignre 1),

In any case the bitten part shonld Le eat into by
numerons little ents over and avceund the bites for
about hall an inch around, and suckad by the month
freely and perseveringly ; and this can be done without
denger by any person,

Stimulants, such as brandy, whisky, gin, rmm, iu
small quantities al a time (a tew teazpoonfuls), or strong
tea or coffee, or wine, may be given if the patient be
faint.

Do no more to the patient than is advised above,
but obtain the services of a medical man,
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PREFACE.

HE ouly work which, to the time of its pub-
lication, 30 yearz agn, deals exelosively and
exhanstively with the subject, is Krefit's admirable
“ Suakes of Australia,”  This book iz out of print,
and, 1 consequence of additiens to  the kuown
fauna, also out of date.

The present ymblication i3 not intended to be
exhanstive, nor does it aim at replacing  its maore
pretentions and expensive predecessor. 1L deals in
a popular manner with the letter kuown snakes,
both venomons and harmlesz, and colored illnstrations
and  fizures in the text of sucl are furnizhed.
The wames, distribution, and dimensiong ouly of the
lesser known species are given, sz u wmore detailed
acconnt would swell the pages beyond the scope
of the book. Some acconut of the habits and
organisation of snakes in general will be found in
part 1.

Az indieating the progresz made in our know-
ledge during the past 30 years, tt wmay be men-
tioned that whereas Krelft recorded 21 innocuons
and 42 venomons land swakes, the figures of to-
day, az shown in the following pages, are 31 and 62
respectively, the proportion being exactly maintained ;
the number of sea snakez lias been rednced from
15 to 12,

Syowzy, October, 1805, E.ILW.
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