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Prefatorp Essap.

S S —

THESE sermaons are published as an attempt to direct
Christian thought into & new channel, its great, not to
say paramount, concern with the general, common, or
secular life of mankind, The Chrstian Church is a
great power, and nowhere more so than in this
country, But it appears hardly conscious of its true
strength, It concerns itself with public worship, with
pulpit instruction, and with works of beneheence of
various kinds, and with the extension of the range of
these forms of activity, But the general, comman, and
sccular life fics almost outside its purview, Church
work and Church infiuence are commonly spoken of
as it they were something lying apart from the life of
science, or art, or poitics.  And the convictions of
men on these subjects are apt to be formed almost
without reference to Christianity, Those who lead
in these departiments ave consequently apt, whether
they are ar are not professediy reiigious men, to
hald an ambiguous position towsrds the Church
There 15 in the present day, among men of culture
i England, little that can he called scoffing at
Christian doctring; and the attitude of the best minds
towards the Christian system generally, if it is often
that of hesitancy, is rarcly that of denial  Dut



