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THIRD READING BOOK.

Part I.
SCRIPTURAL LESBONS.

Lzseow 1.

THE PASSAGE OF THE JGREDAN.

APTER the death of Moses, Jushus, the son of Num,
became the ruler of God's people. JFoshua was now
to rule the children of Ismel sa the Lord ghould
tesch him, and to lead theos ioto the land which
God had promised to their fathers. “And Foshua
wae full of the spirit of wisdom ; for Mosea had laid
hie hands upon him."”

Joshua led the children Of Igmel to the banks
of the river Jorden, snd they encamped there; and
after three days the officers of the children of Tarael
went through all the camp, and commanded the
people, that when they should ses the priests the
Levites take up the ark of the Lord their God, and
bear it omwards, they should tise up and follow it ;
for the ark wasa to lead them the way thattheywara
to go.

And Joshua said unto the people, * Ham:t.l.fjr your-

gelves, for to-morrow the Lozd will do wonders anfyng
B



2 TEIRDr READING BOOE.

you." The children of Israel were now to sanctify
themselves—to be careful to put away all that was
unholy, or displeasing to God-—for the Lord was
about to lead them, as His own peopls, into the land
“which he had promised to them. -

Then Joshua gathered together the children of
Ierael, that they might hear what the Lord their God
would do for His people. And Joshua said unto
them, “Hereby ve shall know that the living Clod is
among you, and that He will without fail drive out
from before you the Canaanites. Behold, the ark of
the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over
before you into Jordan. Aad it shall come to pass,
as soon a8 the aoles of the feet of the priests that
bear the ark of the Lord shall rest in the waters of
Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall be ecut off
from the waters that come down from above” 'The
waters of the river which were flowing downwards
were to stop when they touched the feet of the
priests who bore the ark, and the waters which were
below the place where the priests should stand would
flow on, and pass away; and so the bed of the river
would be left dry for the children of Iemel to walk
WP

Then the priests the Levites took up the ark of
the Lord, and bore it onwarda to the Jordan And
all the people removed from their tenta, and followed
after the ark. Aund when the feet of the priests who
bore the ark were dipped in the edge of the water,
the waters of the river which came down from above
were stopped: they could not flow past the place
where the priests stood, but rose up in a heap on
their right hand. Axnd the waters which were below,
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flowed downwards towards the sea, and the bed of
the river below the place where the priests stood was
left dry. :

Then the priests, who bore the ark of the covenant
of the Lord, stood firm on dvy ground in the midst
of the Jordan, and all the children of Israel passed
through the river an dry ground,

And when all the people, with all that they had,
had passed over the Jordan, Joshun tobd twelve men
whorn he had prepared, one from cach tribe, to taks
each man & great stone from the place where the ark
of the Lord rested in the midst of the river. God
bad commandod that they should take these siones,
and set them up in the place where they should rest
that night, that they might be a sign to their children
in time to ¢ome, and a memorial for ever, to remind
the children of Israel, how the Lord had that day
divided the waters of the Jordan for them, that they
might pass through ga dry land.

And the priests who bore the ark =lood n the
midst of the Jordap, unti all which Joshua had
commanded waa done. Then Joshua told them to
come up out of the Jordan. And a5 soon as the
priests who bore the ark of the Lord had come up
out of Jordan, and the aoles of their feet were placed
on the dry land on the other side, the waters of the
river returned into their place, and flowed on as they
had done before.
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