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¥ Aleandet subdoed the world, Crar his et
Herculey mimszrs, bt he that overcomes himaelf is
the troe valiant Coptain.”* —Howzzz's Lrrrzzs.
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The Courage of Conviction

I

THE 30NG AND THE SERMON

HE night was but half over at Mrs. Brinkley
Barrington’s, yet already her hundred invited
puests, comparing notes confidentially in the paunses of
the music, were convinced that it was one to be long re-
membered. The new oval room, hung with pale-blue
silken damask, had been proved flawless, acoustically
and artistically. The Paganini of the day, inspired by
these favoring conditions, had surpassed himsell, draw-
ing from his rare old ¥iclin such strains as never before
were heard. More than that, the soft, diffused glow,
streaming down from the gilded cornice which con-
cealed the lights, was most becoming. The women,
wearing their best in satin, lace, and jewels, looked
their best, and koew it. Supreme satisfaction shone
in every face; all was so strange and so delightful that
even the most jaded wanderer of the night could not
help yielding to the tingle of a new sensation.
Into this agreeable company came two men, ar-
riving late from the dinner-table over which they had
1
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lingered together in one of the smaller Fifth Avenue
clubs, a few blocks away. They were men of about
the same age, still young,—on the hither side of thirty,
that is to say,—with fresh, unwrinkled faces. Their in-
timacy had begun in college, and they had much in
common besides their youth and the accident of asso-
cistion. Comparatively poor, they were included in
that very large fraction of American society which is
dependent upon its own exertions for getting on in
the world, as the phrase goes,—otherwise, for getting
maoney in sufficient quantities to ensure comiort, if not
case. Both, therefore, upon graduvating, had accepted
the situation and those salaried positions down towo
which reconciled to a certain extent the laws of supply
and demand; and, apart from these, each was fartunate
enough to have intellectual resources of his own so
marked as to give him distinct individuality.

The younger of the two, Gordon Wise, had shown,
when a child, a strong taste for music. Later his father
had received a foreign appointment in the diplomatic
service; and, during those years abroad, the boy had
fallen in with a famous German composer, who, dis-
covering talent in him, fostered and cultivated it. The
master's hope was that he would devote himself solely
to his art. But this plan Gordon’s father, who held
practical views of life, bitterly opposed. Yet the son,
though yielding so far as to give music only a sec-
ondary place in his scheme, kept the hope always in
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