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THE WORKMAN.

CHAPTER 1.

THE WORKMAN AND HIS WANTS.

I May, 1871, the world was startled by the
report that Paris was in flames. The fire was not
kinfiled by the shells of the German artillery, for
the city had capitulated and the war was over, It
was neither accident, nor private malice, nor the
recklessness and confusion consequent upon war,
that caused this great disaster. The public build-
ings of Paris, her palaces, museums, theatres, halls
of legislation and of justice, were set on fire by an
orgdnized band of her own citizens, chiefly work-
men, who had saturated the buildings with petro-
leum in order to make their destruction sure.
These incendiaries were not a mob, nor simply a
conspiracy ; .they took the place and the functions
of a government. During the terrible days of the
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siege, a common danger held the citizens of Paris
together under such forms of law and order as were
dictated by necessity. But with the capitulation of
the city the very semblance of authority seemed to
vanish, and for wecks anarchy, dealing fire and
slaughter, was the only power which Paris knew.
This power took the name of the Commune. Its
purpose was to destroy every vestige, work, and
monument of former governments, to efface all
distinctions of property and of society, and %o set
up in France a system of local or communal admin-
istration based upon the cqual distribution of prop-
erty, and the recognition of Labor as having the
first claim upon the thought and care of civil gov
ernment. The work of destruction was not simply
an act of revenge, nor of warning; it was to pre-
vpare the foundations for a socialistic community,
and was a type of the spirit of Communism toward
all private interests and all vested rights. A meas-
ure s0 desperate shows how deep was the sense of
wrong in the workmen who took part in it; a meas-
~ure so wicked and so cowardly shows how false and
blind was the notion by which those workmen were
_misled. However great their wrongs, the remedy

was a still greater wrong.
In the summer of 1877 the world was azair
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startled by the news that the great lines of railway
in the United States had been seized by the workmen
employed upon them, that rails had been torn up,
station-houses destroyed, locomotives disabled, and
all traffic brought to a stand. After an immense loss
to the community through the interruption of trade
and travel, and by the damages consequent upon the
wanton destruction of railroad property, this gigan-
tic conspiracy of Labor against property and law
was put down by military power. "I eall it a con-
spirhcy ; for this was not simply a strike by a class
of workmen for higher wages in their department,
nor a sudden outbreak of violence under a sense of
injustice ; it was an organized demonstration of
laboring men against corporations and capital, and
against the community which creates corporations
and protects capital by its laws. The attack on the
railroads in the United States was prompted by the
same motive which actuated the Commune in set-
ting fire to Paris—to assert for workmen the right
of control in society and in the state; and the
methods by which that right was asserted were the
‘same—destruction and terror.

Still once more, on the rrth of May, 1878, the
world was startled by an attempt to assassinate the
Emperor of Germany; and the repetition of that
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attempl on the 3d of June—which .came so near
being fatal—produced, not alone in Germany, but in
many other countries, a painful sense of uneasiness
at some new peril to society. For both these as.
sassins were Socialists ; and while it would not be
just to charge their crime upon the body which acta
and votes under this name, yet Hidel and Nobi-
ling attempted to carry out the doctrine of the So-
cialists, that the interests of workmen demand the

overthrow of all existing forms of law and order in

human society. The burning of public buildings in

Paris, the destruction of railroads in America, the

shooting at the Emperor of Germany, were all the
deeds of men who professed to have in view the de-

liverance of workmen from want, and the recrgani-

zation of society for the equal benefit of all its

members. The want may be real, the aim may be

good, but surely every workman who has not lost
his moral sensc and his common sense together,

will be shocked at the idea that his want is to be

relieved, his welfare to be sccured, by means of ar-

son, robbery, and murder.  Somefling must be

wrong in a system or a theory which secks its ends,
or makes them known, by such methods.

For this is not a case of political revolution, in
which the people rise to throw off the yoke of a



