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ECONOMIC DETERMINISM

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

HE principal uses of the study of history are to

train the judgment of the student and to place
him in possession of facts on which to form his judg-
ment. Whether the result of such study is good will
depend upon the validity of the facts given and the
way it which they are interpreted.

Until the past few years it has been customary
to present as history enly certam events in the lives
* of conspicuous characters, such as kings and po-
tentates, to celebrate their political successes, record
their wars, and make as much as possible of their
pomp and trappings of state. The historian has
nearly always written with the purpose of cul-
tivating the good-will of those in power, and ap-
plauding the nation about which he wrote. The
facts presented have been those which would lend
themselves to these purposes and the reasoning upon
them has been theological in its methods. That is,
the whole list of characters who figured in the pages
of the historian were assumed to be under the pro-
tection of supematural powers, and the events re-
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corded, whether of bloodshed, chicanery or plunder,
were regarded as being providential and for the
glory of God. The reader is taught that the same
supernatural power will answer his prayers and in-
tervene at the proper moment to save him from
harm, while at the same time being responsible for
his misfortunes in this life. But while this invisible
power is at the bottom of his present sufferings, they
are all to be atoned for by happiness in a future life,
if he will only bear his present burdens with meek-
ness and submission,

The natural result of this sort of teaching upon
the mind 15 that the moral powers of the individual

care paralyzed. If his sufferings and his limitations

are inevitable, fixed by 2 power beyond his control,
it would be folly to try to save himself from them.
If he is saved from worse calamities by his submis-
sion, it would be madness to rebel. If by question-
ing the right and justice of the present order in
either heaven or earth he would jeopardize his fu-
ture happiness as well as his present safety from a
worse fate, he will not only submit, he will pray,
he will grovel, he will kiss the hand that smites
him. Thus the powers that be in the high places of
the earth are safe in the possession of their special
privileges and powers and have every opportunity to
increase them, while the people are kept in a state
of both material and moral degradation. This sort
of history writing has always been a tool, used
more or less consciously, by the class of people in
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power, for keeping the mass of the people guiet
‘whilt they plundered them.

The Economic Interpretation of History proceeds
by quite different methods; its purpose is simply to
get at the truth and the whole truth, and the effect
which it produces on the mind is exactly the oppo-
site from that wrought by the theological method.
It is a study of the development of society, and by
society is meant all the people, with their facilitie.
for getting a living, their institutions and 1deas. It
has very little to do with either special events or
particular individuals. An individual has no im-
portance at all, excepting in tus relation to all the
people, and then the people are the important thing:
he is merely an incident. And the mainspring of
growth and action is found in the nature of the
people theémselves, and not in any outside power.
But above all, it traces the ways in which’ the races
of men get their living, for all other developments
depend upon changes and improvements in the ways
of producing the food and the clothing of the race.

When a person sces that the conditions in which |
he lives are due to causes which can and do change *
from time to time, and when he sees that such changes |
are the result of new knowledge put to practical use,
or of new inventions or discoveries which have been
made by common men like himself, it puts new hope -
and courage into him. When he sees that improve-
ments can be made by people simply getting to-
gether and making them, he takes a new attitude al-



