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OBITUARY NOTICE

o

THOMAS STERRY HUNT.

By JAMES DOUDGLAE,

{ Rrad Sefore the Awerican Fhilesophical Socheiy, Apeil 1, riof)

Among the most versatile men of seisnce, of the present
generation, must be classed Thomas Sterey Hunt.

He was prominent as a chemist nearly hall a century ago,
not only in the fleld of original investigation, but as one of
the first interpreters of the new chemistry then being taught
by Gerhardt, and he not only grew with the growth of his
favorite science up to the date of his death, but helped 1o
enlarge its scope, to expand its relations, and place it on a
new and more consistent basis.

As a geologist his work was almost confined to the crystal.
line and palmozoic rocks, not only because his practice in the
fleld under Sir William Logan, in the Canadian Geological
Survey, was among the older rorks, but because the investi-
gation of their origin, decay and metamorphosia in ita fullest
sense, fell within the seope of bis studies as & chemist, and
gave wider range to his faculties as a theorist. For Hunt,
besides being an exact student of nature, was a peet, and,
being a theorist, was possesged of vivid imagination. He
brought his chemical knowledge to bear on the geological
problems which presented themselves to him in most per-
plexing profusion, while trying te conceive of the genesis of
the crystalline rocks, And he was of necessity led on from
the conception of the primal conditions of nur own globe to
speculations an the constitution of the universal atmosphere
and the building of worlds in interstellar space.

REFRINTED FROM PHOC. AMER. PHILOS, A0C, MENMORIAL FOLUME.
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It was natural that the phase of mineralogy, which to him
would have most attraction, and which he would most aym-
pathetivally elaborate, would be the chemical. Minerals
being chemies! compounds, he applied to the study of their
constitution and elassification the chemigo-physical law which
he had been groping after all his lite, and clearly formulated
only in 1888, viz., * that the walue not only of gases and
vapors, but of all apecies, whether gaseous, liquid or solid, is
constant, and that the integral weight veries directly as the
density.” Under the goidance of that law he propounded an
entirely new and original claesification of mineral species.

It was therefore preéminently as s chemist, whether he
was laboring in the laboratory or in the domain of geoclogy
or of mineralogy, that Hunt was most at home, and that he
laft his impress on the science of his day, an impress which
will never be effaced.

Thomas Sterry Hunt was proud of his second Christian
name, his mother's patronymie, as more than one of his
direct ancestors had made the name conspiguous and famous.
He conld trace his descent almost without interraption from
that Peter Sterry who was chxplain first to Lord Brooke sod
then to Oliver Cromwell—who could preach Puritanism to
the Long Parliament, and sstutely spours his own pardon
from Charles 11, A much more unvompromizing and typical
preacher of the Commonwealth was 2 member of the same
stock, that Thomas Sterry who wrote 4 Biot Among the
Bishops ; or, A Tervible Tempest in the Sea of Cunterbury.

A branch of the family, consisting of three brothers,
Roger, Robert and Cyprian Sterry, and a sister, came to
America about 17563, and settled in Providence, Roger alone
lefi legitimate offspring, Two of his sons, John and Con.
gider, attaived eminence as mathematicians and edited and
paoblished Fhe True Republicun, a leading organ of the old
Jeffersonian party. Neverthelsss the world at large will
liardly subscribe to the epitaph which commemorates Con-
sider Sterry’s fame in Norwich churchyard, Connecticut.
 Cunsider Sterry, aged 58 years; died November 15, 1817,
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When the world fost a genius for mathematics and astronomy
seldom equaled, rarely surpassed. This monument is erscted
by the Society of Freemasons, of which he was an ornament,
by whose lustre the path to the high eminence to which he
attained is made plain to those who strive for egual excel-
lence.” ‘

Jane Elizabeth, a danghter of the mathematician, Congider
Sterry, was married to Pelég Hunt in 1823, Thomas Sterry,
their oldest child, was born on September 5, 1826, in Nor-
wich, Conn.

Mr. Hunt moved his family to Poughlkeepsie, N. Y., when
his son was about ten years old. There the father died in
1838, and the mother returned with her surviving children
to her old home in Connecticut. She was a woman in whom
strength of character was combined with tenderness. She
made a succesaful struggle; by her own exertions educated
her children, and was rewarded by their unflagging sffection.
Thomas’ first earnings were devoted to relieving her from the
burden of self-support and to providing her with a home of
her own. After herdeath he devoted a large share of his

"income to the maintenance in comfort of his two sisters.

He waa twelve yeurs of age when his mother retumed to
Norwich. For a short period he attended the grammar
sthool, but it was necessarily for a short period. The finan-
cial exigencies of his home wore peremptery, and the lad of
thirteen had to earn his own living. His first employment
was in a printing olfice. His next master was an apothecary,
.and his third a bookseller. Hisivclinations probably dictated
his cholee in each case, for books and chemieals were already
the teols with which he was shaping his future career. Butb
‘more profitable work offering in the corner grocery of the
village of fGGreenville near Norwich, the future chemist
aceepted it. Fortunately hiz doties wers not exacting, for
they left him time to read and even carty on some original
investigation, with the stove as his turnace and the shelves
‘beneath the counter as his laboratory, A scientific caréer

-was the aim of his efforta and studies. His most appreciative
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advisers and allies were the local physicians and their libra.
ries wers his stock of boolcs, His thoughts turned, therefore,
to medicine and surgery, as the most available if not the,
most congenial of scientific pursuits and a skeleton was
hidden away among the boxes and barrels of the grocery;
store, with his home-made chemical apparatus. But his
natural bias finally asserted itsalf, and cireumstances vom-
bined with his tastes to enable him to follow the pursuits for.
which he was best fitbed.

The sixth snnusl meeting of the Association of American
Geologista and Naturalists, the progenitor of the present
American Agsociation for the Advancement of Scisnce, wap
held in New Haven in 1845, The young chemist attended.
it as correapondent for 8 New York newapaper. There was
read at it more than one paper which must have stimulated

- his thoughts and imagination—above all, a most suggestive.
rather than conclusive discussion of the atomie theory by
that brilliant but eccentric genius, J. I. Whelpley, a paper
glittering with such aphorisms aa ** gravity is affinity at a
distanee,’ * affinity is gravity near at hand,’’ and ' the
extended atmosphere of an atom (Sanserit atma, breath,.
omnipresent power, first principle) is therefore its proper
ether, through which it radistes pulses of heat and light, and
in electries.lly, ms.gneticallv snd atiractively present in the
whole space.”

Thomas Sterry Hunt's name appears among those of the
gentlemen unanimously electsd members of the Association.
He therefore took more than the ordinary newspaper repor-
ter's perfunctory interest in its proceedings. That of his
future chief, Willlam Logan, also stands on the same Hat,.
with the strange title, ** Geol. Burveyor of Canada.”

"The elder Silliman had lectured at Norwich, and had there
pr&\rluusl)r seen the precocicus boy. When Hunt met him,
now again, his wonderful aequirements and natural grace of
manner gained for him the frlanriﬂmp of that famous chemist
as noted for his generous appreciation of genius in others as
for his own scientific position. He secured his wdmission to,
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the Scientific S¢hool, snd gavé him 2 position in the chemd-
gal laboratory. ~There he at once beeame so useful to Silli-
man, Jr, in making, a series of water snalyses ss to- earna
galary, and ere long. gain admission to the professor's house-
hold, His first .paper to Sillinran's Journal, ' A Description
and Analysis of a8 New Mineral Species containing Titauium,
with Some Remarks on the-Conatitntion of Tellurium Min-
erals,’t is dated from Yile chemieal laboratory in February,
1846, and. exhibita the same care in noting every step of the
analysis and every resulting resction ss characterized Tis
laboratory work throughout life. Ao

He wrote to a friend from Yale M].legﬁ 1abﬂmtm'}, New
Haven, Juna 25, 1845 : “

“ T have gaat.ed myself in trha lahbmtory mth the flasks
by my side, so as to work and write 4t the gdme time. T sm
bugily engaged in the 'analyeis of corale collected by the U. 3.
expedition, and now being analyzed for Gevernment.. They
are almost pure carbonate of lime, with a few thousandths of
phosphoric acid and ammeonia, and -occasionally alumina.
One specimen which had been sent as-a coral mud or sand, I
found to be white argenic; probably put np by mistake on
board the ship. . .. . I am genarally ccoupied ome or two
hours esch day in assigting the profesaor [Silliman) in arrang-
ing drawings and -specimens for ihe Jlactire. I have free
access to the cabinet, end a key tor unlock . all the cases.
. . T am boarding in & club. of students at $1.25 & week,
We have little or no meat. 1 do'not like this very well, but
it iz cheaper, though I think I will board myself after a
while. The rgom I expeected to have had been occupied, as
it was unegrtain whether ' I' was coming, and so I have taken
up lodgings in the loft of the lahorstory building itseif, and
am 8o quite st kome with chemical apparstus and prepara-
tions all areund, bat they are congeniul spirits ag Mr, Silliman
remarked when he showed me the room.”

Heé writas again on Mareh 23, 1846 -

t My time iz wholly qmupmd in part by chemical nnaivses
I have made an elaborate analysis of 4 miheeal from Amity;



