A CHRONICLE OF ENGLAND
DURING THE REIGNS OF
THE TUDORS, FROM A.D.
14835 TO 1559; YVOLUME |



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649103041

A Chronicle of England During the Reigns of the Tudors, from A.D. 1485 to 1559; Volume I by
Charles Wriothesley & Windsor Herald

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



CHARLES WRIOTHESLEY & WINDSOR HERALD

A CHRONICLE OF ENGLAND
DURING THE REIGNS OF
THE TUDORS, FROM A.D.
14835 TO 1559; YVOLUME |

ﬁTrieste






Gﬂ:ﬁ %

A CHRONICLE OF ENGLAND

DURING THE REIGNS OF THE TUDORS,

FROM AT. 1485 TO 1369

BY
CHARLES WRIOTHESLEY, WINDSOR HERALD.

EDITED,
FEOM A MS, I¥ THE POEEESSION OF
LIEUT.-GENERAL LORD UENRY H. M. PHRCY, K.OB, V4, FRGS,
2 oY

WILLIAM DOUGLAS HAMILTON, F.S.A.

VOLUME L

PRINTED FOR THE CAMDEN SOCIETY.

MDOC0.LIXY,



e DA
=3 .'\L o 1 A O ' ..“. 2.8

WESTMINSTEL:
FRINTED DY J. B KICHOLA AN 3058,
25, TARLIAMENT STHEET,

[¥EW SERIES X1.]



COUNCIL OF THE CAMDEN SOCIETY

FOR THE YEAR 1874-75.

President,
TIE RIGHT IION, THE EART. OF VERULAM, F.R.G.5.

WILLIAM CHAPPELE, ESQ. F.8.A., Tremurer.
WILLIAM DURRANT COOPER, ESQ. F.5.A.
HUENRY CITAELES COOTE, E8Q. F.8A.
FREDERICK WILLIAM COSENS, £SQ.

JAMES GAIRDNER, ESQ.

SAMUEL RAWSON GARDINER, ESQ., Direcor.
ALFRED KINGSTON, ESQ., Secretury.

SIE JOHN MACLEAN, F.S.A.

FREDERIC OUVRY, ESQ. V.F, S.A,

JAMES ORCITARD PIILLIVPS, ES(). F.RS. F.8.A.
EDWARD RIMBAULT, LL.D.

REV. W. SPARROW SIMPSON, D.D. F.8.A.
JAMES SPEDDING, ESQ.

WILLIAM JOIMTN THOMS, ESQ. F.8.A.

J. R, DANIEL-TYSSEN, ESQ,



The Couscrn of the Camves BociETy desire it to be under-
stood that they are not answersble for any opinions or observas
tions that may appear in the Sosiety’s publications; the Editors
of the several Works being slone responsible for the same.



INTRODUCTION.

T its main features this Mistory may be described as a continua-
tion of ** The Customes of London,” by Richard Arnold, from which
the earlier portion, i.e. s far a5 the 11th year of Henry VIIT, is
a mere plagiarism,  Afer that date the Chronicle becomes original,
and containg mueh valuable information. From internal evidenee
it would appear to be the work of a schelar, snd to have been
writien contemporaneously, the events being jotted down from day
to day as they oceurred. The charscteristic of ity Chronieles is
maintaingd throughout by the adoption of the eivic year, marking
the term of offive of ench Lord Mayor instead of the regnal year
of the sovereign, thus causing an apparent confusion in the chro-
nology, This form was probably adopted by our author as he
found it slready employed by Richard Arnold, whose reign of
Henry VII. he made the commeneement of his history, with but
slight variations, for the reasons subsequently expluined. It has
therefore been thought advisable to retain this peculiar division
of the year in the text, but in the margin the Anno Domini and
regnal years huve been added in their vorrect places, so that the
rgader will experience but little inconvenience from this devia-
tion from the ordinary chronelogy. Whether the author of the
Chronicle placed the regnal year in its present position in the
text 43 synonymous with Lord Mayor's Day, or whether it was
afterwards transferred thither from the margin by the copyist, is an
open question.  In the esrlior editions of most City Chronicles the
name of the new Lord Mayor and sheriffs for the succeeding year
are inserted in o blink space in the text left for this purpose in the

CAMD, 200, b



1 INTRODUCTION.

month of November; but, when sueh chronicles or histories became
more widely known, the editor or transcriber frequently omitted
the names of these civie dignitaries, and inserted in their stead the
regnal year of the sovereign, thus giving a rough approximation
to the chromology, for in no instance did the accession of the
savereign oveur exacily on the same day of the month 18 Lord
Mayor's Day,

It is not nocessary to follow this investigation forther, but
the mention of it was esscntial as affording the first step in the
evidence as to the sguthenticity and suthorship of the Chronicle,
There is no doubt then as to its being one of those numerous City
Chronigles which were st this period so often kept by intelligent
T.ondoncrs for their own satisfaction and the perusal of their {riends
#nd descendants, without any wulterior intention of publicstion,
In this instance, the M., which has been preserved amongst the
family archives of the neble house of Percy, is not the original but
a tranzeript of the time of James 1. bearing no trace of the author's
name, or indication of the time at which he lived. We are conse-
quently compelled to full back on internal evidence, and fortunately
several ineidental allusions made by the author to hiz own family
connections [urnish us with the desired infoymation, The most
direct and valuable of these is a passage in which he claima relation-
ship with the greal statesman of Henry the Eighth's reign, Lord
Chancellor Wriothesley, afterwards, on 16th February, 1547, ereated
Earl of Southampton: * This yeare [1540], in Aprill, my cosin Mr.
Thomas Wricsley was made the Kinges Secrctaric, and Mr, Sadler,
of the Privie Chamber, joyned with him, and were hooth made
knightes also.” '

Tt iz likewize very clear from the context that the writer held
some official post, which brought him into contset with the Earl
Marshal’s and Lord Steward’s departments, for he not only par-
ticularises which of the Heralds took part in certain public cere-
menials, and the names and precedence of the illustrions guests
who were present at the cily and conrt banguets, but specifies the
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number of dishes and even the dress of the ladies. Such infor-
mation could only be ncquired by one who was present to witness
these proceedings. Now such opportunity was enjoyed by the
members of the College of Arms, who, ss we are informed by
Noble,* had & stage appropriated to their use, at the “right end”
of the table, at all banquets.

We cun thus have little dilfficalty in determining the name of the
author of the Chronicle, who was also & resident of the City of
London. On tarning to the list of Heralds in the reign of Henry
VITIL. we find that Sir Thomas Wrythe or Wriothesley wns Garter
Principal King at Arms from 26th Jan. 1505 till 24th Nov. 1584,
and that his zon Charles Wriothesley was ercated Windsor Terald
on Christmas Day 1534, by patent dated 1st Jan, following, Whilst
the latter held this office, says Noble," he saw four sovereigns upon
the English throne ; thesc were ITenyy VITL, Edward VI, Mary,
and Elizabeth, in the sccond year of whose reign this Chronicle
terminates. He succeeded Thomas Wall a8 Rouge-croix pursnivant
in 1524, a short time after he had been appointed Berwick pursui-
vant, and, as he was born in 1508, he must have been under sixteen
years of age when he entered on his publie earecr.

Aceording to the custom of those times, our anthor attached
Limself ta the person or service of Lord Chancellor Audley, whom
he looked up to as his patron; of which cireumstance we are in-
formed by his reference to that statesman on several occasions as
“his lord and master,” and of whom the last mention occcurs atb
page 147, where our anthor writes © The 30th day of Aprill, 1544,
Sir Thomas Awdley, knight, Lord of Walden and Chancellor
of England, my late lord and master, departed this worldly life
at his place of Christes Church in London." Subsequently we
mect with such expressions as * my lord great master,” “ my great
master,” and * my great master's house;” but these are to be under-
stood as only designating the Lord Steward of the Kings household,

* sk, College of Arms, p. 103, ¥ Pagre 121,



