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PREFACE T0 THE FIFTH EDITION.

Tae present is the first complete edition of “The Argument,
4 priori,—or, .the Argument a8 copsisting of Divisions TIL,
and IV, as well aa of Divisions L and TI. This is, in other
words, the Argument as embodying the whole of the Moral
Attributes, from Goodness onwards to Holinews, the apex of
the construction, as well as containing that preceding portion
which may be regarded as the immutable foundation and solid
bassment-story of the whole edifice, however high it may be
carried, For trus it is, thet hitherts the demonstrations for the
Moral Atteibutes (corresponding penerally with Divisions I1L
and I'V.) have been procurable only in separate volumes, though
the volumea were but small. But to exhibit a brief histori-
cal survey of things from the commencement: First of all,
there appeared, as the onlgm.al demonstration, what (barring
alterations) is now comprised within the limits of Divisions I.
and IL. No greater were the dimensions of that first edition
of the Argument. After a period of some length, during which
the work was, in various ways, moch before the public, and
much too upon its trial in all respects, the Propositions (relating
to the Happiness and the Gosdness) represented by the lat
Sub-Division of Division ITL, were added, and cama out in the
Torbanehill edition (1843.) After, ngain, s much longer interesl,
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in which éventa of moment to the fate of the demonstration
were proceeding, the Relative Moral Attributes, as correspond-
ing with the 2nd Bub-Division of Division IIL, wers published,
in a little volume, by themselves {1865.) Lastly, the Complex
or Compound Boral Attributes, comprehended in Division IV,
were, in o minute volume, given to the public in the begin-
ning of this year (1870.) Buch haa been the course of events,
and the progress of the demonstration to consolidation and

From its very first appearance, the * Argument” was doomed
to meet with opposition of every kind, or from believer and
unbeliever alike. But on the present occasion, cur view shall
be confined within the limits cerupied by the Infidel objectors
and opponents.

In another gquarter,® it has been my business to record o
survey, by epitome, of the operations conduoted by the oppo-
nonts of the atheistical class against the ressonings employed in
the demonstration treated of  With a view to the object imme-
distely before us, it will suffics to mention, that the “ Argument *
had been no long time in existence when it was assailed by an
enemy to all Theistical ratiocination, of whom it may be truth-
fully said, that, on the side of the Atheists, his equal in meta-
physical and logical powers, and general praap of his subjeet,
haa not since arizen, Yet even the celebrated * A ntithess ™ (for
it 18 of him I speak) was obliged to lower his ensign, by virtually
acknowledging overwhelming defeat at hin own weapons,  After
him, a shoal of emall fry sailed, in pursuit, in the wuke of the
offensive conqueror: but (as wia to be expected) the puny efforts

* Debate, veferred to below.
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availed but little, save only to keep up, and support at & certain
elevation, the interest by that time created in the diseusaien.
For a dozen, or for perhopa a seore, of years after 4 ntitheoss
day, the Atheists of the East, no less than of the West, and of
the South as well as the North, tried to find & weak spot in the
coat-of-mail endued by the author of the “ Argument™: but an
unprotected joint in the armour became chvious to the eye of
no atheist, how keenly soever he might peer. All the serutiny
was in vain. The reader will understand that it is of the

“ Argument,” sa it originally stood {or Divisions I and IL,) - .

that these assertions are mads. But the original portion is the
essential.

With regard to the meoeeding portion, being that correspond-
ing with the 2nd Bub-Division of Division ITI, (comprised in the
publication of 1864;) it has been pronounced, by a not ineom-
petent student, to constitute “a course of severe reasoning, as
strict, indeed, as that of Euelid” (% Laws of Thought,” 1868.}

In fine, it may safoly be prophesied, that, as the Atheists
have not hitherto been able to agree as o any one vulnerable
point in the whole demonstration ; so, they will never ba able
10 lay their fingers on a single place where ia any radical fallacy.
The atheist being yat to be born, will therefore never be born,
who will saceeed in discovering the defenceless and indefensibls
apot.

Bhould it be ohjected, that the atheists, until comparatively
lately, have had to do only with the early part of the enties
ratiovination ; the reply to be made Hes ready at hand ; the
portion in question is indubitably the back-bone of the etructure,
the rest being merely educed elongations of the skeleton, or pure
additions to the great axis of the vertebral columpn. O if we



